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THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR COUNTER TERRORISM SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE:

“EVERY TIME I COME TO ISRAEL, I am overwhelmed by its beauty and 
by the courage of its people.” General Wesley Clark’s opening remarks 
launched the Seventh Annual Conference of the International Institute 
for Counter Terrorism (ICT). The Former Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe, NATO, Former Democratic Party Presidential Candidate spoke 
to the dichotomy of the challenge of democratic societies which strive to 
live in peace and security in the face of terror. The three day proceedings 
examined the theme of Terrorism’s Global Impact from the widest possible 
scope of disciplines and perspectives, bringing together an unprecedented 
number of experts to grapple with the magnitude of the challenge along 
with the enormity of just what is at stake if it is not met. 

In keeping with ICT tradition, the conference coincides with September 
11 each year. Dr. Boaz Ganor, Founder and Executive Director of ICT 
and Deputy Dean of the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy and 
Strategy at IDC Herzliya, called upon the assembled, “It is the responsibility 
of all those sitting here that there will never be an even more horrible date 
to commemorate.” 

Master of Ceremonies Jonathan Davis, Vice President for External 
Relations and Head of the Raphael Recanati International School, 
welcomed all participants with the announcement that 930 were registered 
for the conference from 56 countries – all here to find ways of grappling 
with terrorism and overcoming it. 

IDC President Prof. Uriel Reichman commended ICT as a credit to 
the Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya and as one of IDC’s huge 
successes. Reichman paid tribute to the Institute’s breakthroughs in 
introducing counter terrorism to academia, in the spirit of the IDC motto, 
Freedom and Responsibility. 

Shabtai Shavit, former head of the Mossad and Chairman of ICT’s Israel 
Board of Directors, noted, “It has taken us a full year to learn the lessons 
of the Lebanon War, that fighting an intifada is vastly different from 
asymmetrical warfare. It has taken the US a number of years to grasp the 
nature of the insurgency in Iraq and to develop a doctrine of how to cope 
with it. 9/11 marked a watershed in Western countries’ ability to begin to 
accept the reality of a religiously-based war in the 21st century.” 

Boaz Ganor recalled ideas behind the conference concept. “When we 
established ICT in 1996, we hoped to bridge the gap between the academic 
and the practical world. From the list of participants,” he observed with 
satisfaction, “we have succeeded: academicians, scholars, orientalists, 
political scientists, security personnel, counter terrorism coordinators, 
NATO personnel, first responders, representatives from government 
ministries, diplomats and the UN are here, as well as representation from 
the private sector, technology, hi-tech, lawyers, psychologists, ambassadors, 
and dozens of journalists covering this event for media outlets around the 
world.” He noted that the proceedings featured 120 expert speakers and 
18 workshops, all devoted to identifying trends in counter terrorism in 
the infiltration of global jihadi terrorism to Africa and southeast Asia, 
democratic dilemmas, and to advising policy makers. 

“I AM OVERWHELMED BY ITS BEAUTY AND BY 
THE COURAGE OF ITS PEOPLE.” General Wesley Clark

“IT HAS TAKEN US A FULL YEAR TO LEARN THE LESSONS OF THE LEBANON WAR, THAT FIGHTING AN 
INTIFADA IS VASTLY DIFFERENT FROM ASYMMETRICAL WARFARE. IT HAS TAKEN THE US A NUMBER 
OF YEARS TO GRASP THE NATURE OF THE INSURGENCY IN IRAQ AND TO DEVELOP A DOCTRINE OF 
HOW TO COPE WITH IT. 9/11 MARKED A WATERSHED IN WESTERN COUNTRIES’ ABILITY TO BEGIN TO 
ACCEPT THE REALITY OF A RELIGIOUSLY-BASED WAR IN THE 21ST CENTURY.” Shabtai Shavit
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Mr. Avigdor Liberman, Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Strategic Affairs, 
discussing the workshop on Terrorism, Narcotics and International Crime and 
Dr. Boaz Ganor, ICT Executive Director.

Maj. Gen (Ret.) Aharon Zeevi Farkash, 
Director of Military Intelligence, IDF,  
conferring with Dr. Shlomo Aharohishsky, 
Former Commissioner of Police.

Mr. Shabtai Shavit Former Head of the Israeli Mossad 
and Chairman of ICT’s Board of Directors discussed 
policy with Prof. Moshe Arens Former Minister of 
Defense and Minister of Foreign Affairs.

Dr. Boaz Ganor ICT Executive Director preparing for a panel 
session with Mr. Yakov Perry Former Head of the General 
Security Services (GSS);  and Prof. Uriel Reichman, President 
of IDC Herzliya.
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DEFINING TERRORISM: 
A PRECONDITION FOR EFFECTIVE 
COUNTER- TERRORISM
The conference plenary sessions opened with the most basic of proposals: 
that one must define terrorism in order to be able to fight it. As Boaz 
Ganor noted, “We cannot contest terror – its funding, the incitement and 
propaganda or even outlaw it – without defining what terrorism actually 
is. We must determine in what realm we are dealing – whether in warfare 
or in criminal law. Dr. Ganor referred to Wesley Clark’s rousing address the 
night before, in which Clark stressed his objection to giving terrorists the 
status of warriors, saying, “They are criminals and should be denied the 
legitimacy of combat status.” 

“Here I beg to differ with Gen. Clark,” Ganor stated. “While terrorism 
lies in both realms, we need to start this discussion from the realm of 
warfare, because it poses a far greater danger to the safety of the world. I 
would propose the following definition: Terrorism is the deliberate use 
of violence against civilians in order to achieve political ends. Political 
objectives are always a factor in terrorism; it is a highly effective tactic and 
modus operandi to achieving political goals. I also decline the use of any 

adjectives to describe civilians, such as ‘innocent’ or ‘non-combative,’ since 
these distinctions are manipulated by different parties according to their 
not unbiased perspectives.”  

While Ganor acknowledged that there are problems with this definition, he 
emphasized that it brings some order to a chaotic situation. Recalling the 
oft-noted rationalization that ‘one man’s terrorist is another man’s freedom 
fighter,’ Ganor cited the late Sen. Henry Jackson’s retort, that “freedom 
fighters do not blow up buses or kidnap and slaughter students.” 

As for states involved in terrorism, Ganor would define this as state 
sponsoring, initiating, proxy-use, state-used apparatus for killing civilians 
in order to advance state policy. In this sense, Iran meets the definition 
of a terrorist state at the highest level of involvement – active in all of the 
abovementioned aspects. 

Prof. William Banks, Director of the Institute for National Security and 
Counterterrorism at Syracuse University, NY, added further dimension to 
the limitations of conventional guidelines and definitions, referring to the 
current project linking the Lauder and Maxwell Schools, New Battlefields, 
Old Laws: From the Hague Conventions to Asymmetric Warfare. This 
effort attempts to extend the laws of war to conflicts with non-state actors, 
such as terrorists or insurgents. “It was always thought that the laws of war 
would not be available to protect an enemy that is not worthy of protection. 
Why glorify an enemy and elevate his status to his own constituents?” Banks 
noted that the New Battlefields, Old Laws: From the Hague Conventions 

to Asymmetric Warfare initiative contends that the International Hague 
Convention “forms a good beginning; we ask how it can be adapted to the 
recently imposed realities of asymmetric warfare.” 

Prof. Irwin Cutler, Member of Canadian Parliament; 
Former Minister of Justice and Attorney General 
of Canada conferring with Mr. Avi Dichter, Israel’s 
Minister of Internal Security.

Israeli Defense Minister Ehud Barak speaking of the 
challenges facing the State of Israel.

Dr. Daniel Pipes, Director of the Middle East Forum, 
with Prof. William Banks, Director, INSCT, Syracuse 
University and Mr. Reuven Paz, Director of the Project for 
the Research of Islamist Movements (PRISM), GLORIA 
Center at IDC Herzliya in a panel discussion.

 “WE CANNOT CONTEST TERROR – ITS FUNDING, THE INCITEMENT AND PROPAGANDA - OR EVEN 
OUTLAW IT, WITHOUT DEFINING WHAT TERRORISM ACTUALLY IS.  WE MUST DETERMINE IN 
WHAT REALM WE ARE DEALING – WHETHER IN WARFARE OR IN CRIMINAL LAW.” Dr. Boaz Ganor
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Dr. Boaz Ganor, General Wesley Clark and 
Prof. Uriel Reichman.

Dr. Boaz Ganor, ICT Executive Director participating in a 
panel discussion.

Vice President of IDC Herzliya, Jonathan Davis, 
presenting at the ICT 7th International Conference.
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Prof. Irwin Cotler, Member of Canadian Parliament; Former Minister of 
Justice and Attorney General of Canada spoke of “Current Manifestations of 
the Ideological Underpinnings of the Global Jihadi Threat: Ahmadinejad’s Iran 
as a Case Study,” addressing the subject of state sanctioned terrorism and the 
lethality of global jihadism. Iran is an example of state sanctioned incitement 
with its support of international terrorism, he noted, reminding us that 
Rafsanjani is one of those being sought by the government of Argentina for 
his direct complicity in the bombing of the AMIA Jewish community center in 
1994. Cotler recalled that we are also marking the 6th anniversary of the Durban 
Conference against Racism, which may be said to have overshadowed 9/11, just 
days later. The conference was an example of state sanctioned incitement to 
hate and genocide, legitimating attacks on any Jew, Israeli or not.

INTERNATIONAL LAW: DEMOCRATIC 
VALUES VS. EFFICIENCY
IDC Provost Prof. Moshe Barniv greeted participants noting that “Terror 
is the exploitation of weakness of modern societies, and the human 
rights orientation built after the horrors of World War II to avoid their 
repetition. Society should reconsider whether terrorists are entitled to this 
full protection.”

Dr. Daniel Pipes, Director of the Middle East Forum, added to this thought 
in his address on “Lawful Islam: The Greater Threat?” He posited that there 
is something much more dangerous than terrorism, namely an “Islamist 
central command” dedicated to the goal of attaining a Caliphate. The most 
effective way to do so is through a mixture of terror tactics and lawful 
Islamism, that is, working within the system. Pipes raised the examples of 
legal representation of Islamist parties that has led to success, as in Algeria 
in 1992, Turkey in 2002 and 2007, the Hamas victory in the PA in 2006 
and Bangladesh in 2001. Even when not in power, Islamist parties form 
powerful opposition, as in Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Kuwait, Lebanon, 
Pakistan, and even Trinidad and Tobago. 

Islamist progress in the western world is attained through legal means, 
Pipes pointed out, such as immigration, conversion and attaining privileges 
in education, law and the media – which do not create outrage but act in 
small incremental steps. The aim is to soften the system through da’awa 

and use violence judiciously. We must be vigilant against these means of 
lawful infiltrations no less than we are vigilant in counter terrorism. 

Dr. Jeffrey F. Addicott, Director of the Center for Terrorism Law at St. Mary’s 
University School of Law, San Antonio, Texas, spoke about “Terrorism Law and 
the War on Terror,” noting that, “We are the only law school in the United States 
which has a Center for the study of terrorism and law.” The law is changing so 
rapidly that the Center must publish a new edition of its volume each year. 

“Has the US violated international and domestic law in this war?” Addicott 
asked. “There is a give and take between issues of security and of civil 
liberties in time of war. Those who don’t want to bend an inch on civil 
liberties are dooming us to the thing they want to prevent: a police state 
(under fundamentalist Islam). We must give our authorities the tools they 
require to break up terror cells.” 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT: 
MULTI-FACETED CHALLENGES

Mr. Chip Smith, Managing Director of Global Security for The Bank of 
New York-Mellon, spoke about “Corporate Response to September 11: 
The Immediacy and the Aftermath,” and commended the gathering as a 
group that “really gets it.” Smith noted that, “the 9/11 Commission asserted 

that the catastrophes of 9/11 resulted from a failure of imagination and 
there is much truth to that. We had been “stove-piped” in law enforcement, 
subject to inter-agency rivalries. We have changed and are now sharing 
information, which goes a tremendous way toward putting the pieces of 
the puzzle together and to bringing the corporate lessons we learned from 
9/11 to a practical level.” 

Michael Balboni, Deputy Secretary for Public Security in the State of New 
York, who spoke about “Sustaining the Mission: Challenges and Strategies 
for Engaging the Public in the War on Terror,” pointed to a disconnect that 
perpetually challenges our best efforts and intentions. How can we sustain 
this mission and public support within realistic budgetary constraints? 

Balboni related 9/11’s direct impact on his own life, epitomized by the 
image of two dozen cars which stood abandoned for weeks at the Manhasset 
commuter train station near his home, their drivers lost in the rubble of the 
World Trade Center. Balboni himself attended 23 funerals in the days that 
followed the attack – of colleagues, neighbors and friends. “From that day 
I understood that the US and Israel are not just allies but blood brothers, 
and we all face the threat of global jihadi terrorism.” 

Mr. Michael Balboni, Dep. Secretary for 
Public Security for New York State speaks of 
the challenges of engaging the public in the 
war on terror. 

Representative Burke Day of Chairman of the Public Safety 
and Homeland Security Committee in Georgia House of 
Representative speaks of local security challenges in the USA.

Mr. Michael Braun, Assistant Administrator 
Chief of Operations, U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration (DEA), spoke of the nexus 
between drugs and terror.

“THEY ARE CRIMINALS AND SHOULD BE DENIED THE LEGITIMACY OF COMBAT STATUS.” 

“THE 9/11 COMMISSION ASSERTED THAT 
THE CATASTROPHES OF 9/11 RESULTED 
FROM A FAILURE OF IMAGINATION AND 
THERE IS MUCH TRUTH TO THAT.” Chip Smith

General Wesley Clark
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Vernon M. Keenan, Director of the Georgia State Bureau of Investigations, 
focused on the importance of an “Information Sharing and Analysis 
Center,” and recalled briefings held here in Israel in advance of the Atlanta 
Olympics. Keenan addressed the complexity of coordinating effective 
Homeland Security within the decentralized and parallel information 
flows of different agencies, noting that there are 17,000 independent law 
enforcement organizations in the United States and summing up: “There is 
no substitute for direct communication.” 

Representative Burke Day, Chairman of the Public Safety and Homeland 
Security Committee in Georgia, spoke about “Thinking Globally, Acting 
Locally: Needed Paradigm Shifts in Democracies,” and of the role of state 
government in the system, with the local level as the most dynamic. His point 
that “There is a need to develop a new leadership style which would lead to 
greater communication between agencies,” was echoed by Gary Winuk, Chief 
Deputy Director, Governor’s Office of Homeland Security, State of California, 
who reflected upon “The Role of Intelligence in Counter-Terrorism.” 

Mr. Michael Braun, Assistant Administrator Chief of Operations, U.S. Drug 
Enforcement Administration (DEA), spoke of the nexus between drugs 
and terror. With many illicit activities used by terrorists to make money, 

unprecedented numbers are turning to the drug trade because its profit margins 
are so immense. The costs of the actual attacks are relatively low; far more money 
is needed for training, recruitment, housing, gatekeepers and counterfeiting 
documents. The potential profit from drug revenues is massive, totaling $322 
billion worldwide last year. The $70,000 needed to carry out the Madrid attacks 
were made from sales of ecstasy and hashish. Terror cells are moving from a 
corporate model of doing business to franchises, with their organizations and 
drug lord organizations often operating in the same geographic areas – typically 
in ungoverned space. “Fortunately, Congress has blessed us with cross-territorial 
jurisdictions,” Braun noted. “Following the money – going over every aspect of 
the money flow of terror and drug organizations – shows us that terrorists are 
diversifying, and we need to do the same in our efforts. These terror and drug 
operators all rely on shadow facilitators – the smuggling infrastructure often 
around for generations, run by the same families. We have to apply as much 
focus on the gray areas as on the others.” Braun predicted that the traditional 
drug trafficking organizations will keep charging forward but that the hybrids 
will gravitate together: “This is the face of 21st century organized crime.” 

THE BATTLEFIELD OF IDEOLOGY 

Reuven Paz, Director of the Project for the Research of Islamist Movements 
(PRISM), GLORIA Center at IDC Herzliya, titled his talk, “In the 80th 

Minute of the Soccer Game: Al-Qaeda is Almost Here in the Palestinian 
Territories.” Paz noted that this week also marks the anniversary of the 
1972 Munich massacres by Palestinian terrorists, and of the 1983 bombing 
of the Marine barracks in Beirut, which was masterminded by Iran. He 
stressed the importance of the Temple Mount as the crux of the issue for 
Salafist Islam. That Jews – not Israelis, but Jews – occupy this sacred ground 
and Palestine, is viewed an ultimate defilement according to their ideology. 
They and their youngsters are indoctrinated to believe that they are living 
in an apocalyptic moment in which this situation is about to be corrected. 
 
Yaacov Kirschen, creator of the Dry Bones comic strip, suggested that his 
humor often derives from the surprise of stating the obvious. He recognized 
the session’s sponsor, Newton D. Becker, who also posed an obvious question: 
why are we not doing more to stop the ideologies behind terrorism? 

Yigal Carmon, Founder and President of Middle East Media Research 
Institute (MEMRI), noted that in their documentation of the incitement 
of Islamic ideology, Islam is presented as empowering, promising that faith 
brings power and overcomes weakness. Faith alone can bring about radical 
change, according to the indoctrination. 

Steven Emerson, Executive Director of the Investigative Project on 
Terrorism, Washington D.C. spoke about “The Twin Dangers of Islamic 
Terrorism and Political Islam: Why the West Cannot Recognize the Latter.” 
He pointed to a recent NYPD report on radicalization trends, which 
provided very specific characterization. “Virtually every mainstream 
Islamic group condemned it as racist and discriminatory, giving further 
fuel to the narrative which drives Islamists throughout the world that there 
is a conspiracy subjugate Islam in the West.” 

Prof. Hussein Solomon, Director, Centre for International Political Studies, 
University of Pretoria in South Africa, cautioned that radical Islam is 
becoming more and more mainstream within South Africa. “More and more 
Moslems in South Africa travel for education and indoctrination to Pakistan, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and return to important positions in their communities.” 
While not a homogeneous entity, with Sunni-Shii tensions, Shiism is 
growing due to the perceived victory over Israel in last summer’s Lebanon 
war. There are groups with Islamist-socialist orientations penetrating gang 
structures and drug networks. Solomon fears the politicization of local 
and state intelligence services. The upcoming soccer World Cup in 2010 
will pose a great counter terrorism challenge, he said, offering only the wry 
consolation that at their current levels of performance, there is little chance 
that either the Israeli or US teams will make it to the Cup games.  

Prof. Moshe Sharon, Dr. Reuven Erlich, Prof. Eyal Zisser, Prof. David Menashe, 
Dr. (Col. Res.) Eitan Azani and Dr. Ely Karmon participating in an ICT Panel.

Prof. Hussein Solomon, Director, Centre for International 
Political Studies, University of Pretoria in South Africa, 
cautioned that radical Islam is becoming more mainstream. 

FEATURES

“TERRORISTS ARE DIVERSIFYING, AND WE NEED TO DO THE SAME IN OUR EFFORTS”
Michael Braun
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Dr. Isaac Kfir, Senior Research Fellow, ICT; Assistant Professor, Lauder 
School of Government, Strategy and Diplomacy, IDC Herzliya, noted 
that when it comes to East Africa, we are only beginning to realize the 
importance and complexity of the region. With all the magnificence of 
Africa, recent years have brought many positive changes, and much evil as 
well, so patience is needed. 

Alexander Ritzmann, Senior Fellow, European Foundation for Democracy, 
Brussels, Belgium, added that there are many European converts to Islam 
and that we need to promote our own ideology of liberal democracy. 
“Radical Islam will not succeed ultimately. At some point the silent 
majority will speak up and will value the freedoms of our system.” 

Prakhar Sharma, Research Analyst, International Centre for Political 
Violence and Terrorism Research in Singapore and the Head of Research, 
Centre for Conflict and Peace Studies based in Kabul, Afghanistan, noted 
that insurgency is gaining a foothold for the Taliban to be able to take back 
some of what they lost. 

MK Dr. Yuval Steinitz, Former Chairman of the Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee, 16th and 17th Knesset noted that, “We are gaining a partial but 
significant victory over global jihad, but how much will we have to pay and 
suffer until the final vital victory?” He predicted the onset of a new non-
conventional type of terror in the near future, which could involve chemical, 
biological or nuclear warfare, as Iran continues its quest for hegemony. 

Prof. David Menashri, Director of the Center for Iranian Studies and 
Dean of Special Programs, Tel Aviv University, noted that Islam has gone 
through changes. The six major Iranian religious authorities in 1979 all 
disagreed with Khomeini at the time of his return and all were silenced. 
Many cultural, social changes are taking place in Iran. There is freedom 
of expression, just not freedom after expression. Until Ahmadinejad, all 
Iranian leaders became more pragmatic after taking office. He is a different 
case entirely, with his extremism overruling all pragmatism. 

Dr. Reuven Erlich, Director of the Intelligence and Terrorism Information 
Center for Special Studies (C.S.S.), Gelilot, spoke of Iran as Terror 
Exporters. Lebanon is Iran’s stake in the heart of the Middle East. Lebanese 
Shiism was of a passive kind until the Lebanese civil war and Hezbollah’s 
entrance in 1982 – with the massive assistance it got from Iran and Syria, 
particularly between 2000 and 2006. 

Dr. Mia Bloom, Assistant Professor in the School of Public and International 
Affairs at the University of Georgia in Athens, spoke of the transformation 
of suicide bombing campaigns and sectarian violence and recruitment with 
a focus on the domestic side of the phenomenon as well as other tactical 
issues, looking at Afghanistan, Iraq and Pakistan as current examples. 

PUBLIC RESILIENCE: LAUNCHING OF 
THE ICT EDUCATION PROJECT

In a ceremonial session, Dr. Boaz Ganor and colleagues launched the ICT 
website for high schools, the aim of which is to create public resilience 
within the public at large. “We at ICT have been working to counter the 
psychological effects of terror since our earliest days, Dr. Ganor noted. 
“From back in the 1990’s, we initiated fruitful relationships with many 
educators, combining our experiences with the basic concept: terror is 
psychological warfare, a tactic for creating fear and anxiety, using killing 

and destruction as a method.” Ganor distinguished between two kinds of 
fear: rational, which he characterized as a healthy state of awareness, and 
irrational anxiety, which is unfocused, unspecific and disproportionate. 

“With all this in mind, we have worked to provide material to ease and 
to calm as much as possible through information and a framework of 
discussion. With the support of the Pratt Foundation in Australia, as well 
as of Israel’s Center for Educational Technology, we are now able to launch 
this tool – a website which aims to educate educators, students and the 
public at large. The site contains news briefs, lesson plans and discussion 
forums, looks at how to create public resilience and enables students to 
consult with our Experts Forum among the ICT fellows.”

Dr. Leonard A. Cole, Adjunct Professor, Rutgers University, in Newark, 
New Jersey, spoke of the examples that Israel and Israelis have set in terms of 
resilience and social cohesion on both personal and national levels, which 
few other societies can match. On a very different note, Cole provided an 
overview of the plethora of potential threats, in the CBRN workshop, which 
was dedicated to the memory of the late Prof. Ehud Sprinzak, founding 
Dean of the Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy and Strategy. 
In outlining the threats, together with panelists including Prof. Shmuel 
Shapira, MD., MPH., Deputy Director General, Hadassah University 

FEATURES

“RADICAL ISLAM WILL NOT SUCCEED ULTIMATELY. 
AT SOME POINT THE SILENT MAJORITY WILL 
SPEAK UP AND WILL VALUE THE FREEDOMS OF 
OUR SYSTEM.”  Alexander Ritzmann

“WE ARE GAINING A PARTIAL BUT SIGNIFICANT 
VICTORY OVER GLOBAL JIHAD, BUT HOW MUCH 
WILL WE HAVE TO PAY AND SUFFER UNTIL THE 
FINAL VITAL VICTORY?” Dr. Yuval Steinitz
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Hospital, and Maj. Gen. (Res.) Dr. Annette L. Sobel, Distinguished Member 
of the Technical Staff, Sandia National Laboratories in New Mexico, he 
stressed that medical personnel and the general public alike need to know 
and understand these issues, with a situational awareness of the threat: 
what do I need to know to take care of myself and of my family? 

FOLLOWING THE MONEY TRAIL: 
HOW TERROR IS FUELLED 
Dr. Eitan Azani (Col. Res.), Deputy Executive Director of ICT, presented an 
overview of the vast network of financial resources that terror organizations 
have developed. Dr. Zachary Abuza, Associate Professor for Political 
Science and International Relations at Simmons College, in Boston and an 
expert in terrorism in Southeast Asia, noted that there are vast and multi-
tiered networks of Saudi charities. Jihadi Islamists are adopting the Hamas 
model, placing resources in social welfare causes in order to deter attention 
from it military activities with its virulent ideologies. 

Dr. Darko Trifunovic, Faculty of Security Studies, University of Belgrade, 
Serbia, focused on new forms of financing terrorism that have emerged in 
Bosnia, with implications for the entire world. The exchanges of money 
are based in legal operations until being transferred to terrorists. 

Col. (Res.) Adv. Daniel Reisner, Former Head, International Law Branch 
of the IDF Legal Division, observed, “The problem with international 
law is that it takes 25 years to catch up.” This was echoed by Dr. Loretta 
Napoleoni, Italian economist, political analyst and novelist, author of 
“Terror Incorporated” and “Insurgent Iraq,” who cautioned, “We are always 
a step behind. We could make headway in calling for states to fight terrorist 
techniques on criminal grounds, such as their counterfeiting operations. 
Changing our strategies has brought us success.”

- by Jennifer Roskies

JIHADI ISLAMISTS ARE ADOPTING THE HAMAS MODEL, PLACING 
RESOURCES IN SOCIAL WELFARE CAUSES IN ORDER TO DETER 
ATTENTION FROM IT MILITARY ACTIVITIES

“THE PROBLEM WITH INTERNATIONAL LAW IS THAT IT TAKES 25 YEARS TO CATCH UP.”

FEATURES

Guests and Participants of the 7th International ICT Conference, stand at attention in a moment of 
silence dedicated to the memory of the victims of all terror attacks.

Former Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu joins the ICT conference along with 
Dr. Boaz Ganor, ICT Founder and Executive Director.

Retired General (res. IDF) Fighter Pilot Ran Pecker enjoying the ICT Gala Dinner 
with avid ICT supporter Mrs. Evelyn Douek and Israeli Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni.

Col. (Res.) Adv. Daniel Reisner   
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General Wesley Clark, Former 
Supreme Allied Commander 
Europe, NATO, Former Democratic 
Party Presidential Candidate 
(2004), USA: “The hour is growing 
late as Ahmadinejad’s provocations 
increase. But he should be under no 
illusions: Iran will not be permitted 
to acquire nuclear weapons. 
Diplomacy has not dissuaded Iran 
from pursuing nuclear weapons and 
more sanctions are needed. However, 

a more robust diplomacy needs to be applied as well. I saw first hand what 
vigorous diplomacy can accomplish, when backed with the threat to use force. 
This is what we accomplished in southeast Europe. We need the same kind of 
hard handed dialogue with the consequences clarified, and that is diplomacy 
at work – backed by the full power of nations.”

Avi Dichter, Israel’s Minister of 
Internal Security: “Iran is involved 
in arming and training the forces 
fighting Israel on all fronts. When 
you turn a blind eye to Iran, Syria 
and their involvement in Lebanon, 
Gaza and their joint ventures, such 
as the Karine A, they have made 
Hezbollah into the strongest army in 
Lebanon. On 9/11, we dealt with 19 
terrorists who boarded four aircraft 
with nothing but bad intentions. 
Today, we are here 930 strong and 
with all our expertise, are unable to 
detect bad intentions.”

MK Benjamin Netanyahu, Leader 
of the Opposition, Chairman of 
the Likud Party, Former Prime 
Minister of Israel: “It is indeed hard 
to believe that religious wars are still 
with us. We must prevent the regimes 
from gaining access to nuclear 
weapons, with their proxies soon to 
follow. Much more can be done to 
pressure Iran and economic sanctions 
can carry much leverage. We have 
attained particular success in recent 

commitments from US pension funds in four major states to divest from 
companies which help the Iranian regime in the development of its nuclear 
program. Iran’s overriding goal is to intimidate and dominate the Great 
Satan. Once Western countries overcome their confusion and vacillation, they 
will emerge with the clarity and courage to overcome this threat and see to 
its defeat.”

Ambassador Dan Gillerman, Israeli 
Ambassador to the United Nations: 
“We are in the midst of a clash between 
Civilization and non-civilized 
forces. As Prof. Samuel Huntington 
remarked, it is not the borders of 
Islam that are marked in blood, but 
Islam itself: the vast majority of terror 
victims are Moslem, hundreds each 
day, and this is met with an eerie 
silence. No Moslem or any other 
leader speaks up. Perhaps today they 

are starting to care. The meeting of the Arab League in Riyadh was not about 
Israel, but about Iran and building coalitions. Iran is not indifferent to these 
resolutions. The 2006 Lebanon war marked the first all-out war between 
Israel and Iran, between a democracy and a proxy of the Islamic theocracy. All 
nations understood that this was a preview of “coming attractions” of what 
could yet come to a theater much closer to home. Arab countries know that 
the real threat to them comes not from Israel but from Tehran and the export 
of Shiite extremism. The ambassadors of countries who do not have relations 
with Israel encouraged us to finish the job. We have now a chance to form 
an international coalition and will prevail because of this changing world in 
which we live.”

Ms. Tzipi Livni, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs: “We need to understand the 
nature of the threat, that our values are 
being exploited and to work together. 
Fighting terrorism is not against our 
values but for our values.”

Amb. Richard Jones, US Ambassador 
to Israel: Those committed to 
destroying us will not be stopped 
except by force. This war on terrorism 
is liable to last for years and involve 
our allies. We also need to preserve 
our constitutional rights to privacy, 
human rights and the rule of law and 
to win the battle of ideas. In winning 
this war, we also improve ourselves as 
nations.”
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