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We write frgther to our telephone conversations yesterday morning (BagloMSchopflin)' agreeing

the text of the letter from Mr Jonathan Ga:ratt of your clients, and the settlement of this matter.

We enclose a PDF version of the current issue of,{/rica Confidential. As agrecd, Mr Garatt's

letter appears on page 7.

We confirm that the lefter was published on the basis set out on the second page of your fax. This

includes the publication of Mr Garratt's letter online on www.africa-lQEficlenliAlco!0 and
wu v.blackwellsynergy.com (which is available to subscrib.ts onty1. ftt.itti.lt of I I'h June will

be restored to u r"-l**"hrd ,41r ica Confiderrrial website when it goes live next week. Then, online

readers of Mr Ganaft's letter will be able to see a link on that page to the 1 1"t June article and vice

versa"

On the Blackwell Synergy website, cach edition of Africa Confidential appears in PDF form and it
is not possible to insert hyperlinks between articles. However, there will be cross-references
between Mr Garratt's letter ancl the 1 lth June article. The cross-reference in the online PDF version

of Mr Ganatt's letter will refer readers back to the volume of.Af ica Confidential in which the

original article was published" The cross-reference in the 1l'n June article will statc: "Please see
AC Vol45 No 22 for Erinys' response".

We wili forward to you a hard copy of the 5th November issuc of Africa Confdential when we
receive it from ow clients.

Yours faithfully,
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replenished via a compulsory broadcasting licencc fcc, lcvicd on all

salaries.
Biya is far removed frorn thc caricature of an African strongman

who works around the clock to cen'lenl his powcr and confound his

enemies. lndccd, hc is very ollen fir removed from Cameroon itscll'

spcnding long spclls abroud, parlicularly in Switrerland' Nicknamcd
''Le Spltim',he is lcgcndary for failing to attend major international

summits and gatheringa and for adopting thc lowcst possible public

profile, even on thc risky tcnitorial dispute with Nigerio over fte

Bakassi Pcninsula (AC Vol 43 No l7).
Afticans and foreigncrs who supporr the good governrnce goals

cnshrined in the New Partnership for Africa's Dcvclopment could

have seizcd thc cherce of October's elections to run the rule over an

incumbent who hu boldly volunteercd for scrutiny under the Afiican

Pccr Rcvicw Mechsnism. Yet the AU didn't even send electoral
observers. African diplomsts in Yaoundd muttered about tight budgets,
yet there was money to send an AU team to obscrve polling in tranquil

Botswtnr three weeks later,

Taking the electoral biscuit
By any yardstick, the elections were a poor version ofthe real thing.
How poor is hud to say sincc the govemment's priorities have not
included a population census since I98?. There are thought to be I6
million Cameroonians and a potential electoratc of half that number.
So an official registered e)ectorate 0f4.6 mn, is snrall" particularly
when the presence ofdead and phantom voters was widespread and
cmdeiy apparent.

Thc rcst of the process waLII linle bettcr, starting with the legal fiction
that the new National Elections 0bsewatory 'supervises and controls'
thc clcctorsl proeess, Nobody infonned the strlwart prefects ud sub-
pretects of the Ministry of Terr i tor ial  Administrat ion and
Decentralisetion, who ran the show as tightly ss ever, This included
zealousregistration ofRDPC supporters, failing to display the electors'
rcgistcr on timc, using stale rcsourccs to campaign for B iya and taklng
charge of the count. With the pro-Biya bias of most of the civil service
and CRTV's fawning performance, there wu never going to bc much
doubt about Oc outcomc"

In any crse, Biya really had nobody to beat" The opposition entered
the fray in chgotic ordero fielding 15 candidates" Some were Biya
spoilers, some wers egomaniacs, others seemed mainly interested in
the 20 nnn. CFA francs (US$40,500) payabie to each candidate.

Only Fru Ndi's Social Democradc Front had cohcrcnt policy
proposals but the parg is a shadow of its fomer self. Defeetions, Fru
Ndi's bossy sfyle and the last-minute failure to field a joint opposition
eandidate ali wcighcd hcavily. Thc SDF failcd to mobilisc in the
populous North and its domination in the two English-speaking
provinecs only hclpcd thc RDPC's portrayal of the party as a front for
scccssionists.

Thc supposcd Franeophone alternative to Biya, coalition candidate
Adamou Ndam Njoys, polled e paltry 4.4? per ccnt, no improvcmcnt
sn his score in the wetershed elections of 1992 whcn, many
commentators believe, Fru Ndi det"eeted Biya.

Optimists hope that Biya will use his last term to clesn up public
financcs and prepare the ground for genuine elections in 2011.
Sceptics, on the other han( cxpcct the prcsidential inner circle, many
of whom are from his Beri tribc, to rcsist any reforms that will leavc
them r.r:lnerable to a scnling ofscores. Jostling for the succession is
eertain m incrcasc withEdouerd Aksne IUfounou, aformcrEconomy
and Finance Minrster, smong the lcading aspirants. France will
undoubtedly hrve a word to say about who takes over in one ofits fcw
remaining African ficfdoms.

SOUTH AFRICA/ IRAO,

A very private war ll
Erinys lraq replies to Africa Confidentlal

Furrhcr o your artiele 'South AfricMraq: A vcry privete war" of I | 'lunu'

2004, we wish to respond to thc sllcgations made:
u. Contrgct RenEwsl: You reported that Ennys 'cccurcd rencwal of its

securify contract (due to expire on 5 Augrsr 2004) in May 200a' duc in part

to an rtleged closeness to Ahmed Chsl:tbi, hcad of Lhc Inqi National

Congress, and his iarnily' Thcrc has never been any relationship between

Erinls lraq or Intemationalwith Chalabi and the decision to cxtend thc

contract was noL made until August 12nd 20M, several monlhs aftcr Mr

Chalabi's deparnue from govcmmcni.
b. Inidal contrsct: Erinys Iraq was awarded 0re initial sccunty contrdcl

in an opcn and competitive tender. AJrhough Erinys ltaq Ltd was a

recentJy established company, its directon and senior nranagcn had

rclcvant opcrational cxpcricncc. Thc coalition Provisional Aulhori ry
si{ted that Erinys was awuded ilte contracl on both pricc and tcchnical

qulity.
c. lt Ultrry Conpany: Erinys is Itot a rnilitary entrfl . Ennys I caq providcs

sccurity and risk managcmcnt scniccs in lraq' Sccurity pcruonncl cirrry

weapons as authonsed by the Minisfry of thc lntcrior to dctcr aftack on thc

fscilities they ore guarding.
d. Brcsch of South Africsn Lawl You reponed ftat Kadcr Asmal, thcn

chairman of the soutir African National convcnrional Arms control

Comminee (NCACC), had ssid thst the NCACC had not receiv'"d an

applicadon from Erinys lntcmational to opcratc in lraq as rcquircd by the

Foieign Military Assistance Act and that the Deparfmcnt of Public

Prosecutions wasinvestigltingEnnys. Erinys bclir."vc's tiat South A fnca's

f'oreign Milirary nssistanse Act docs not apply to Erinys Inrernctionol or

Ennys Iraq becawe they are not South Afican comprnies' Erinys

lnrrnarional has been involvcd in open discussions with thc NCACC

about its position and hu madc rcprcsentadons in rcsptct of its South

African employees in lraq (to whom the ,Act may apply)'
e. Recruiiment: You reported that Erinys recruits most of thc so'ldiers on

the lraq contr.tct fum SouLh Africa and that they are cherper than ofter

expariiles. The mejoriry of the international employees of tltc Frinys

Group in Imq uc Britirh. Wc can confinn that in Erinys at k:ast a S'ruth

African enrployee is paid the same as an employee fronr tlre LK.
Yours feithfuliy,
Jonathan Garratt, Erinys lraq Limitcd
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