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PUBLIC OPINION AMD TIT2 NORTITERN _IRFLAND SITUATION
A NOT? BY THT COLONTL G3 (TNFORIATION POLICY)
1o NORTIHRR! IRELAND : =L =
’:if “1s  The influencing of public opinion at home and overseas has been a feature of
-5 the Irish political scene for mmny yerrs. It has always hzen IR\ noliey o seel
¥ _» maximum support for their cause throush face=to=face nropasandi, hondbills, nosters 1
. 7 and throush symnathetic newgnapers, In recent years radio nnd televizinn have »nro- |
? v vided additional means for publicising~ tonics and ineidents from vhich they ean s2in
"% edvantape and public supnornt. '
:57"% 2. Both factions of the TRA aim to achieve one end — the mevnification of Ireland.
- - # The individual means of achieving the aim and the form of governnent they seek to
Pp?; impose differ, 1In simnlified terms, the Frovisional IRA are attemntin~ to gain
;-;‘rilpolitical objectives throwsh violence,. their declored intention beint to demonstra
B that Ulster is wnrovernable. The 0fficial IRA, thourh not denying that violence has
-4+ 1%s uses, would prefer to subvert snd undermine fovernment. DBoth factions further
277 their aims through propatandn and by distortine truth to serve their own nurnoses,
;,€g} Common to hoth factions jig the way in which this iz done.
4 ¢ 3¢ Amonrst other objectives both factions nre trying to:
e -_: \. {l_' ) ) :
;;E; 3'“” . @ DNestroy morale in Northern Treland.
..-‘,_'_ gy % - v
?Eﬁ;‘;*-5 b, Convince the British Public that Northern Ireland is ungovernable
% 7+ and'that the effortsof British troops to restore law and order in sunp-
-~ .. port of Stormont only make motters worse.
¥ e
;;;_, I Propaganda
Qf“ftid. - The destruction of public morale in Northern Trelend is attemnted directly by
2t a camnadgn of terior., At times it hos come clone to suceceeding,  llourver public
.- - {-morale fluctuates considerably; a weck of sucsesses by thn security forces, nronerly
¥ publicised, restores snirits that may earlier hove sd-med nearly broken. Informaiion
j’ “ policy within Northern Ireland must include as nriority the reed to mnintain con-
¢ s, fidence, vhich iz n joint wilitary-civil inform-tion task: It nerds to e reinforced
© &7 from time to time hy politieal mnagsurance from Uestminster that the UK Government is
goi” - MOt intending to desnrt the Protesiant majerity. VK Owvrosition attitudes arn of :
i i course important. - :
o
"¥ . 5. .IRA efforts to make the British public want to abandon 1later take many forms,

' % _They include:

{:; _{' a¢  Terrorint ~ota tn anteh tha heaudlinen, whieh demonutrate a niate
% ~ ' of ohnon whisrh onnnnt he controlled.

.: " .“l, }

’ .{ b. The murder of British soldiers to bring home the cost of onr
:p?" : _ nfforts to control tha nitnation,
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Ce  The staging of incidents (which can _safely be filmed) to provide
opportunities to discredit the actions of troons throurh allepntions

of brutnlity and charres of aectarianism, counled, wherever »onsihle,
with implications of ‘ineffectiveness, ixamnples are chargen that troops :
~have shot the wrons person or that their netions have alienated

“moderate opinion, : G R .

dad

it B The campdairn against internment, desipmed to attract sunnort from

- the leftewings and particularly amon~st students includings those in
1< . universities in Greéat Britain, to illustrate that the task of imposing

. » ~control has involved the MM in vndemooratic nractices, Internment is
., @lso presented 23 an act of violence by the State against the Catholies
=1 which has led to, and which Justifies, IRA violence. Internment is =lso
;7 presented as an obstacle to 2 peaceful settlement.

"l es  Allegations of brutality durine interromation designed further to
"~ *discredit the Security Forces vhich are portrayed as violence hy the
- State and therefore nrovide additional Justification for violence by

" the ImA,

‘. T+ The campaimm against Stormont and Unionism renerally (vhich had a
¥ flying start from'1969) vhich is attemnting to show that the system of
movernment which the UX is supnorting is corrunt and incanahle of
reform and that the Aray is a tool of Stormont,

.» 8+ The efforts to discredit Stormont take many forms of which the
" ecurrent civil disobedience camp2ign against nayment of rents, rates,
licences, ete, is an exanmnle,

&

"% h, The withdrawal of Catholics from the established nolitical field
- and refusal to nemtinte with Stormont. in any vay and thn refunsl to
‘negotiate with Yestminster on any terms other than those which are
- . tantamount to surrender, are designed to make Stormont ampear to be
- .the stundbling block to jinace. :
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; As well as these strateric objectives IRA propaganda has tactical aims which
2 include: .
£ }1;;_ffﬁa.- The inhibitinm of any military tactics or action which threatens
-+ . the IRA: '
‘Q{kﬁ‘fi " (1) The anti-interrogation campaien 1s encrymetically stenped up
f;qf”hf:. : whenever important nembers of the INA have been "lifted",
-'ﬁfi;ﬂ iy . (2) Units that "lean" heavily on the IRA are subjccted to smear
¢f’"ﬁ$f:ﬂ“}-‘ +  campaigns in the newspapers and subversive literature. !amours
| B®TY bgys 1. ave also deliberately put about, A
LA ! '
- - 4

| 34 PN ‘. =
B < Al (3) Internment itself, beins our most important weanon, is
! i attacked and made a barrier to any nepotintion,
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“be Aﬁriot-dr.an'atrndityfwill quickly be arranged to try %o restore
the "chaos as usual" impression. when it appsars that a security force
_8uccess is likely to capture the hesdlines. A bombed pub is 1ore
_dramatic'than‘ﬁn-announcer-saying that the Army has arrested 12 more
- IPA men. "Incidents are often planned to draw journalists away {rom 3

. important press conferences or briefingss.

;ﬂfc;.d-Attempting to loﬁer the morale of troops'hy vsing terrorist tacties
= to inflath casnalties and by continuing abuse from civilians, especially
- Women and children. :

f, 4. Tsing intimidation on the Catholic population to prevent fratern-

~% . isation,

."e. Enéourasing trooﬁs to over-react in confusins situntions and then
‘publicise "excesses",

o Attompting to impose restrictions, or at least hesitancy on reaction
by soldiers to violent situations and by bogus concern over the nosition
«7 . of soldiers with the law. This is part of the compaign to harmess the
.+« law %o its own destruction.

:g., The campairm amainst the rearming of the RUC.

% IRA Pronamanda Orranisation
e e et A L LIS D T M A

it To IRA propasands has 1ts base in Dublin whers both factions run their own
47 v Information centres, both with the title "Irish Republican Publicity Pureau",

' Bach has a full time staff and hon subordinate directors in Belfasnt, Londonderry
. -and elsewhere. The camnairm is pushed by numerous front orranisations and by

" Republican sympathisers who, having themselves been taken in by the propzranda,
i ~are willing to spresd the word. These organisations includes

: "“a; The Association for Legnl Justice (which has been the princinal
' agency for co-ordinating the campairm allering brutality durine
« internment and interromation). -

vy Republican Clubs (which haye always been fronts for the inn Fein
. political narty and which now heln to dianrmin~te the nropasandn of
.whichever faction thay have ahosen to aunvort),

"\ €. The Belfnst Central Gitizens Defence Nomnittne (onom miven A mlpal
.. of respectahility as renresentative of the Cathnlice vnmulation of the
‘.. city, but now heavily involved in mromotin~ TRA interests),

de ° The Trish News (a-nnwmnanam thot hoa for lone repwrsented
Rambliesn oninion in Mater and i8 now m aren for nrintins THA
propagonda). .

e. Catholic "x=Servicem-na Associntion (is brcomine ineraanin:-ly
involved with the 114 na a front orrnisation),

‘h*ffa NTORA (Mirented Wy Kevin MeGorry),

Various Relief and Action Committces in Catholic areas,

.
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I:;inqrity' Rights Association,

z 'Véri;ﬁg fégidﬁul’ditizehé Defeﬁce.Committees working to the CCDO. %
XA, ol |

% 1 D and other "New Teft! organisations, ] "
..Im; Vigilante or street cormittees, who orpanise allarations 1rﬁ fake j

;. damape, ete. 2 :

ﬁ' : Universi-!;;;- groups and tenchers, :

v ;#;"jO.'; RITW 'and newsnapers. in the Republic to varying degrees, with the
IS . <~ Irigsh Press particularly active.

% Pe - Committee for Truth (Fr Denis Favl - brutality allepations vrhicle),

Q.  Associntion of Irish Priests (Ulster Branch) (Secretary Merrance
O'Keefe, Coleraine University)). :

?r.'_ A number of RC nriests, but Trs Rrady, Faul and Rean are nrominent,

e ©e

- Thus TRA propaganda can be compared with Tsso's simple and sveceasful "Piper
" 4An your Mink" advertising camnnisn hy which thous-nds of motorists were nrepzred 4o
4 carTy isco advertising on their cors at almont no cnst to the firm. “o lonm as 44
- aprears to the majority of Catholics that +he Priticsh Army is & threat 4o their
:'oommunity by actinm as an "instrmument of Stormont"” ~prd is he

ekt

lieved by many as being

i an obatacle to their nolitieal aspirations they can be exnected +o bhelieve most of

yi;-” . IRA statements; and, so lon:; ns they believe, they repeat, The indirenous Irjsh,
A 7 once convinced that their cause is Just, ros=sess a breath-t-kin~ ability tn lie with
s ¢ absolute conviction, not ins

T in sunport of something they Lalieve o he true, bu* o |
- L put across a Story they know very well is wnirue. Tn this vay, convineing witneszes
4wl v oan invariably be produced at a moment's notice to 3ell whatever 1ine the INA con-

% i - Bider to be to their advantare, ilembers of the INA and their supuworting nropasanda
“agencies have good contacts in high places in the various medin, nowsnapers, r-dio |
.+ and tolevision, who can suide +hem over rublicity at chort notice. fThe Irish ~re
. . i also remarkably adept at nickine up :nd repeatine nropasanda points they hear beine
MER Y expounded by their leaders, both nolitical snd TRA, on the rudio and 4nleviaion.
S . |

f}féﬁ‘ﬁ 9+ Having aporeciated the nubhlic oninion situation creanted Ly the Civil Mrhts
F iy ~ lovement in 1969 and 70 the 1nA apnarently believed that they could murdor British
". soldiers and innocent civilians while at the came time contiming' to enjoy supnort
¥’ . and sympathy in the UK press and other media. Once the true nature of the Iitd's
iy a campaimm became apparent many Nritish newsmen have turned asainnt the T9A. The
o British public itself, while symnathetic tovwnrds the Army's role in Ulster and

- Tevolted by the IRA's activitien, neverthnless is totally confuand and

thernrfore
-g:;‘ wmabdble to rfort truth from fiction or to recosmise subtle 174 nronammda far what it
ﬁu_b!'. is. The proposition that nn abondonment of internment would romehow rnd violﬂF:?
Hﬂ@fg;f? and allow our troons to be withdrwn is a particularly sednetive nloy, The pohlis
.g; f;f" also finds it difficult to detect the stnister nurnose hehind TiA tesanrds for "nublie §

a4 Anquiries".  The hurpose of such inquiries would be solely to provide nlatforms for
ﬁ&' ;}1“‘_1*1?ropa-rar1dn; not to ;ret at the truth,
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tazy Infomation Policy Objectives
lff Military_Informétioﬁ*Policy is concerned to:
% 8. Dducate all military commanders in Northern Ireland to include

" public opinion among the factors to be considered in any military
_anpreciation, )

"2 D" Counter TRA propapanda by snauring a truthful scootnt of military
~activities is presented to the media,in such a way that the ressons

'+ for action are seen to he sensible and that our policies are leawline
7, townrds success, :

.. Ce Discredit the INA propizanda machine by exposing its aims And
». methods so as to reduce its effectiveness in future.

~+des Identify the sourees and principal agencies of IRA nroparanda
‘oo with a view to defeatins their efforts.

~In respect of objectives b, and 6. the main target is British nublic oninion
 with oninion in Northern Treland a close second, Catholic oninion in the North is
", an immortant tnxpet but it is Aifficult to influenee i% until the TiA rip upon it
8tarts to be loosened., Opinion in Lhe Mepublic is also Aifficult 4o influence a4
. the momant but, if there is truth in the aasertion that one ennnot fool all of the
i % people all of the time, intelligent prople will evantually vealine the extent +n
-7 which they have bheen deceived by the IRA. They will also recoymise the threat to
fq_their ovn society in the iepublic chould the TRA ever ashinve its political

~objectives in the North. Oversens targets are outside the proviiece of Mlitary
, Information Staffs and are covered by the TCO, :

f 12, + Nothing is more urgent than:
T Fducating the British nublic in the importance of not allowing

. violence to oust the rule of law in the UK and in the consequences of
<> military withdrawal from Morthern Treland.

W be MNaking the same public understand what the Army in Northern
©.“Ireland i3 doing and vhy, and 4o accept the inevitahility of continund

j_d‘ and haphazard JRA attacla until such time ns the Army's taetica nay
. = off, :

B o B Opening the eyes of the British public to the fact that if they
s Y. i, support demands for an end to internment before the TRA have called
| i'gffgﬂrhif,g off violenca, or for thr withdrawal of Rritish troop:, they are doing
- {#:@,E&rfﬁl“ precisely whot the TIA wants, ' '
it . i (N : |
4 ‘”ft‘g;‘13; Tho accomplishment of tha fivst task is outnide the direet reaponnihility of
,jﬂ%{ military information rolley althonwrh the point enn hn of farad o Jovrnalintn far
'Q;??; oonsiderntion. The necond mnd third tasha are cleaTly a mi)itary responiibhilivy,
& é&%h‘lThsy Will not be dona simvly by mublicisine what the Army in achievine:  they call
i E?-a;j;-for an adueative process to nhows
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%78  That our tactics are bused on attrition of TRA strenrth by
. -Becarches, arrests and internment, with the infliction of casualties
~74n g battles as an imnortont bonus, lendings to a collanse of InA

#mornle and canability.

¥ b, That internment is therefore vital to the defeat of the IRA,
. ‘that it ie an humane alternative +n relying entirelv on shnotin~
it out and *hat the ordinc— nronessen of law amn not a nractical
.7 alttmative hesause the TRA have deliberately made the law inonerable
~ throush intimidation,

;7. 0s  That'the men interned are actual or rotential killers on vhom too
. tmch sympathy should not be wasted and that any "mistalies" over intern-
¢ ment, a difficult onrrntion in 2ny circumstances, are beinm rectified.
d.  That effective interromation is vit-l to success, and does not
involve brutal or harmful methods, even thourh it may be unnlensant.,
~-In the short term, lives nre beinm saved.

« That there is no direct corrclation between the attrition of IRA
»..i/ pBumbers and the INA's ability to shoot and homb, During the crucial
" yperiod that we and the T now face it is obvious that they will £o

“ 4o all lensths to intensify their attacks and, as their real pover
. lessens, so their attacl:s na)y become more s~vame and indirseriminate.

" Bven when the number of terrorists is quite -mall (as the fnery
-.Brigade have shown) incidents can still be arrangad.  Mevorthnless
~ it is attrition that will fin=11ly break the IRA (and honnfully destroy

“their morale at some noint nlons the path to totul elimination) and

the public in Britain has a duty to be 2t least as patient as the

e

Froohy # 2 1! Northern Ireland population vho are suffering the dirrct effects. of

Fw—&% ':4¢ o 7 the IRA's eampaimm. )

‘p‘;&%)' Tl (‘ > . 5

F“”{‘-n{??hlg,-_ ,-_14-‘ ~“In tackling these tasks the Army must not appear hawlish or opposed to peagefd
E;?_g,:ﬁ._‘;:_. settlements. It must aroue from military logic, within ifs own tevma of reference.,
_,f;:%g‘i_&. Whilst there should be no doubt that the task of overcoming the ThA is a military
"?ﬂ*ﬁ}j‘l'ﬁjf;:‘esponsibility, it should always be recosmised +that the lonm=term

oolution must be

#[‘1 Ty political.
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