GULF CRISIS: BLAME THE WEST
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While Reagan’s gunboats continue to menace the Gulf,
his defence secretary Caspar Weinberger says Iranians
are '‘foaming at the mouth’. That statement better
describes the mood of the British and American media
and governments, who have gone into an anti-lranian fury
to justify their aggression in the Gulf. Thatcher has written
to world leaders demanding that Iran be isolated, and the
British press has written to the public denouncing lranians
as blood-crazed fanatics. Everybody agrees that Iran is
the new public enemy number one which threatens us all
and has to be dealt with.

How are the US war ships (and the British ones just
behind them) defending us by bullying a third world

country? What interest do we have in supporting
reactionaries like Reagan and Thatcher in their witch-hunt
against the Iranian people?

The US intervention in the Gulf is designed to reassert
the imperial authority of the Western powers over the
masses of the Middle East. It is an exercise in oppression
which can only bring fresh bloodshed to the most war-
torn place on Earth. If we lend our support to such
Western piracy, we will not only be condemning more
Middle Eastern people to suffer at the sharp end of an
American sword. We will also be damaging our own ability
to stand up to the authorities in Britain.

(Continues on page 2)




‘Enemy
at home

‘(Continued from page 1)

The British authorities
have a long history of
stirring up hatred
against foreigners to win
support at home for
Western aggression
| abroad. By creating
panics about imaginary
. threats to the British
way of life, Thatcher
and Co seek to divert
our anger against
aliens, be they ‘mad
mullahs’ in Iran or
‘murdering bastards’ in
Ireland. Stoking up the
f.res of popular racism
nclps to take the heat
off the British ruling
class, and to tighten the
government's grip over
political ideas in Britain.
The past victims of
Britain's vicious
persecution include
everybody from Tamil
refujees to Argentinian
footbalvrs. Now the
government and media
huve turned on Iranians,
to prepare the way for
any Amesican or Britis
} ON largets in the

W Fave nothing to

Gam frorm tnirg up with
e Jores aganst lran.
ryoz. opposents are
e Westarn rulers of
apitalist order, who
« o Giequise the
vay (wir class
ciominates and exploits
. by blaming
‘eigners for our
orebiems. We should
reject their racist
nieuaganda, and take a
stand alongside all the
oppressed people whom
thay threaten or abuse.
I the Gulf conflict
today, that means
defending the Iranians
aga'nst Western
azqression. The number
¢.w¢ enemy of the British
working class is not an
‘<lamic repubilic on the
other side of the world,
but the ruling class
whose representatives
<t in Whitehall and
whose allies are in
Washington. Any blow
| against them in the
Nidd!e East must be a
| <« p forward for us all.
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TRANSPORT WORKERS' DISPUTE

ondon’s big red busts came

¢ the road <0 Mirds:

when 14 000 bus workers

‘took strike action against

wage cuts and new work
practices. There was solid support
for the 24-hour stoppage, but
scorn for the transport union’s
plans for a series of one-
day strikes.

The Tories introduced legis-
lation last year to promote
competition between bus opera-
tors. London Buses Ltd wants to
divide the fleet into profitable
subsidiaries. When the first
subsidiary came into operation in
June, 180 workers at Norbiton
garage found they were on new
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Respectable racism
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Yet the response from the TGWU
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has been haphazard and half-
hearted.

At the end of April, when
London *.s5 work 1 8 Tow

strike action by & 9:1 major v,

- TGWU officials * ' them out ¢«

one-day stoppage -«d then tuid
them to keep quiet "« the duration
of ‘the general eleciion campaign
Instead of organising for action,
union leaders took London Buses
to court for breach of contract.
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on the march

ou don’t have to wear big

boots, have your hair shaved

or cover your neck in tattoos to

demonstrate your racist
credentials --- you could just as well
be a besuited executive at the
exclusive Liberty’s department
store in Regent Street, or you might
be the proud owner of a modest semi
in suburbia. Because these were the
settings for racist attacks on black
immigrases Lt wink,

Immigration police carric out a

dawn ‘fishing raid’ at Liberty s lass
week, netting 11 immigrant cleaners
from Nigeria, Ghana, the Ivory
Coast, Morocco and Colombia.
One was released after produving a
British pawpart, fise students we
charged with working without a
permit and told they could stay in
Britain so long as they never worked
again; the rest were classified as
‘illegal immigrants’ and told to
prepare for deportation.

FLAMES

Naran Patel lives in Colindale, a
quiet suburb in outer London. Last
week racists tried to burn down his
house while his family were asleep.
‘Someone pushed something through
the letter-box...there were flames
going up the doors almost to the
ceiling.” The Patels were saved when
quick-thinking neighbours raised
the alarm.

Behind the elegant sophistication
of Liberty’s window display and the
respectable veneer of Colindale’s
lace curtains, fishing raids are.
carried out by state police and

firebomb attacls
executed by suburbsa Ngots. In
Thatcher’s Britain, racism is as
respectable as pinstripes or
patio doors.
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LONGER HOURS
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‘limited industrial action up to and
including 24-hour strikes’. After
three months of officially inspired
disorganisation the majority in
favour was reduced to 3:1, and
only 20y out of 16000
members voted.
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BLACK CLEANERS SUFFER RACISM AT LIBER

lacklustre affair, with small groups
of pickets sitting in front of their
own garages. At some garages,
management ‘organised’ the strike
by locking the gates and letting the
strikers get on with it. It was hardly
surprising that most workers
treated the stoppage as a day’s
unpaid I+ ave, after offic:als offered
them a choice between staying at
home or a spot of picketing’. Those
who did make the effort suffered
further disappointment when they
found that the strike call did not
include craft section members,
who voted in a separate ballot last
Friday. All the officials wanted |
wis a bargaining counter for talks
which are due to recommence at |
4, Acas this week.

1 MISTAKE

{ But the union chiefs have not
s had it all their own way. O»

Monday, while union offiies
were telling bus workers to leave
their picket lines and go home,
militants on London Underground
and Southern Region British Rail
were taking action in support of
the 24-hour strike. And although
union officials have written off
Norbiton garage as a lost cause,
the drivers there have refused to
accept a compromise offer from
management. They are determined
to stay out unti] they win, and
neighbouring garages have taken
solidarity action without waiting
for official permission.

The will to fight is there. But
activists must make better use of
their opportunities.

In May militants from all
sections of London Buses took the
unprecedented step of coming
together to form the garage
alltance committee. But their
failure to confront the un n
strategy handed the initiative tw &
to the officials. We can’t afford to
: itan s
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Shoot-to-kill soldier ‘not guilty

UNARWIED aral wihin ivodh Bty
ladsod o suvender, 20 year old
IRA voiwmteer s WA Earnan
from West Bafast was shat »
the back by a British soifier
crouched 10 yards behind »w
with a high-velocity rifle. At ¥
inquest into T Widing lisi
WORK The [y adcapiag e
British Arewy lle 4531 Mg Raram
had besn sepching far the
pocket ¢! Nis bomer jacket
when $he soiliar cpazad e
believing that his li¥e was
threatened. Another shoot-to-
kill cover-up entered the hislory
books and another cold-
blooded killer was free to wwi
the streets.

WITNESSED

McKernan was killed as he
withdrew from a daring IRA gun
attack on a joint RUC /British
Army patrol in Andersonstown
on 14 September 1986. It was
a bright Sunday morning and
there were plenty of people
who witnessed how he died.
The Army claimed McXernan
was trying to escape,
witnesses said he had

perendinred. The Arewy e iedl
be wae reaching for & pan, e
NG s vens fowndl #s %is body.
The Awwy sald e saldier
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Occupation

en job cuts

Cam

iftv warkers “iom Camden’s
Bome s persc unit occu-
pit the coeil’s housing
departmes ast  weel, in
proier: apaiwset their Labour
il ’ plans (> ck a
tsmroars smitoyss’ who  has
heer. wewkior o T the unit <ince |
peaaebwr. Ruth Lawriee
ontre ¢ wsresis th'e weok. Ske is
one of 1ae ‘temrs Wi e jobs have
bawn tabpetod ad 5a e L alandr
cune e osel save 17Tm,
Anycne wa las tean iv the
) e ¢ ] fear W
than e h |8 or
N cHw.

warning: ‘Stop, or I'll fire’,
passers-by said they heard
nothing. The inquest called the
saeng Jeatified’. We call it
ver.

against |

But Lawrence’s fellow Nalgo
members are not prepared to sit
bk and see her go. Last Friday
they occupied the housing depart-
ment to draw attention to her case, |
and to show the need for council
workers to take direct action
against the cuts. This sort of action
needs to be coordinated in all
councils,, as Labour authori s
cave in before the Tories’ renew cd
attack on local government jobs
and services. For the full picture
and a way to hit back, turn to
page 12.
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ARTHUR SCARGILL says that
Eric Hammond of the
electricians’ union is a ‘super
scab’ because of his fondness
for no-strike deals. Hammond
says that under Scargill's ‘loony
left’ leadership the miners have
become ‘lions led by donkeys’.
Yet these two sworn enemies,
at opposite ends of the official
labour movement spectrum, are
among the most enthusiastic
supporters of moves to make
the Labour Party adopt the
cause of proportional
representation. The newfound
common ground between Eric
and Arthur indicates that there
is no real left v right debate
taking place among leading
Labour supporters after the
election. Instead, all sides
agree that Labour's only hope
of success lies through the
back door of organisational
manoeuvre rather than on the
open field of political struggle.

Proportional representation is
a system of electing MPs
which establishes a more
direct relationship between e
total number of votes cast % a
party  med 1% vaemhed of se ity
s, I Aee oag haee
championed by Me {asd fading
SDP/Liberal Alliance, which
saw PR as s Bl rhase e o
EMREL M Tw LoD ‘v"p‘:
mhence by cutmng the Yory
majority and hopefully creating
a hung parliament. Now
proportional representation is
catching on among Labour
members, who have submitted
more motions on it to the
party’s September conference
than on traditional issues like
the NHS. This amounts to an
admission on their part that,
like the Alliance, Labour cannot
beat the Tories in a political
battle. The best it can hope for
Is the chance to trick its way
back into the power game by
moving the electoral goal
posts.

The debate about

proportional representation
follows on from the arguments
over Neil Kinnock’s proposed
one member, one vote system
for selecting Labour
candidates, which is intended
to make Labour look more open
and less left-wing. Kinnock's
party can only offer one
organisational reform after
another to stop the rot. It has
no policies to offer as an
alternative to Thatcher.

The organisational approach
to Labour's problems is a sign
of the party’s political
bankruptey. Yet it has been
turned into a virtue by Labour
MPs like Austin Mitchell, a
leading advocate of reforming
both the Labour Party machine
and the British electoral
system. Writing in Monday’s
Guardian, Mitchell observed
that ‘it would be wrong if all
our efforts were to be devoted

to policy and principles.” He
need not worry on that score.
‘A leadership taking on its own
followers,’ concludes Mitchell,
‘and showing them the facts of
life, preferably by a public
whipping or a punch on the
nose, gathers support.’ So,
according to leading figures
like Mitchell, the way to

" revitalise Labour is to forget

about politics and concentrate
on organisational measures to
smash the left. This will no
doubt find favour with the
establishment and the media.
But it is unlikely to convince
many ordinary people that
Labour has anything to offer.

What policy discussion there
has been in Labour circles
since the election has only
exposed the fact that the party
has not got one new idea.
Instead, it has em&arked on a
headlong rush intn Thatcher
territory, echoing Tory themes
about appealing to people as
individus! bwaszholders and
Waeeners. Tols wees
ML hint Mook bt WP Vprwariy
o memsbhaer of (he hpor) Lg™
Campaign Group, produced a
plom for mmadding the trade

. : % &l not
- o A1 Getaris Nhe
{ighiteg for jabs amd wages
Mescher propassd 1aat wrives
should ofler their members
assistance with car repairs and
launch their own credit cards.
But why should anybody
support a half-baked version of
the Tory Party when the real
article is on offer? And why
should workers join Meacher's
type of union when the AA and
Barclaycard are available? With
their heads buried in
constitutional textbooks,
Labour spokesmen from left to
right have no answer.

The Revolutionary Communist
Party has always supported the
demand for proportional
representation as an extension
of democracy. We are in favour
of all such measures, because
they help to clear the way for
us to convince people that the
problem is not a corrupt
electoral system, but a social
system based on class
domination. For its leading
Labour advocates, however,
supporting proportional
representation is not a stap
towards building an anti-
capitalist movement. Rather, it
is a signal that they have
accepted a subordinate
political position to the Tories,
and are trying to make the best
of a bad job by increasing their
MPs through constitutional
machination.

The only way we can take on
the Tories today is by
organising around a political
programme which challenges
all of their reactionary ideas.
Labour's approach of

. ) " f et

. concentrating on

A SENSE OF
PROPORTION

organisational reforms while
mimicking Thatcher's values
can only help the
Conservatives, by leaving them
with no opposition on political
issues and confirming the view
that Thatcherite morality,
economics and prejudices are
common sense.

Our alternative to these
games is the campaign to
create a Red Front of anti-
capitalists. It is fair enough to
accept that we cannot beat
the Tories overnight. But our
response should be to
maximise our political
influence today, by fighting to
raise a coherent working class
voice on every issue and to
change the climate of debate.
As Labour gives up on political
struggle, and moves further
into the marshy middle ground
which has swallowed up the
Alliance, the need to build a
Red Front which can take up
that challenge becomes all the

more pressing.
1P K a

THE way in which rumours of
bad economic statistics
caused a panic in the City of
London showed up the myth
that Britain is booming. It gave
us a glimpse of what is to
come, as the hype has to stop
and the weakness of the
British economy becomes
clearer. The Tories boast that
Britain has a faster economic
growth rate than other Western
powers. But it was significant
that the bubble burst in the
City while the stock markets in
the USA and Japan continued
upwards. Behind the paper
prosperity created by credit and
other incidental factors, British
capitalism is in a far more
parlous state than any of its
rivals.

The coming economic crisis
will dictate the pace of Tory
attacks on the working class.
It means that Thatcher will
have to cut public spending
more than she has done over
the last eight years, in an
effort to concentrate resources
in the hands of the capitalist
class. We are in for a rough
ride. But if we prepare properly,
we are also in with a better
chance of cutting through the
lies about ‘popular capitalism’,
and popularising the need to
overthrow this inefficient and
crisis-ridden system.

We're all going on our summer
holidays, so there will be no tns next
week, but we'll be back on

28 August.
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Jooe o oolden opportusty
Mo pre-lras terrorii”
Py an “olio liar
‘cal leader Avyatollah
inl”> (Sun). (We are still
wa s for them to describe
o Sanm who
Catlolic civilia in o

Ireland as ‘pro-British terrorists’

* ‘thugs loyal to Britain’s Queen
Elizabeth’.) There was not a shred
.7 evidence connecting [an to the
T v explose n.. But the Sun
diln’t need any: it was obvious
the the Iranian fundamentalists
would plant bombs, be ause
Tunisia had been ‘encouraging
scantily clad tourists’.

SET-UP

This sounds familiar. Last April,
the media ‘ssured the world that
> woon and Thatcher had ‘con-
clusive evidence’ that Colonel
Gadaffi's Libya was behind the
Berlin disco bomb in which an
American serviceman died. This
was used as the pretext for the ‘oint
US/British bombing raid on
Tripoli and Benghazi. In fact, all
the available evidence suggested a
Syrian, not Libyan, connection to
the Berlin bomb.

The non-existent ‘evidence’ of
Tran’s responsibility for the
Tunisian disco bomb serves the same
purpose of setting up a targeted
third world country as a suitable
case for an air-strike.

When a Muslim ~ committed
suicide outside a London mosque
last week, the press was quick to
point to thi¢ as further evidence of
the irrational and violent tem-
perament of all Arabs. ‘Death of a
fanatic’ screamed the Express. The
paper concluded by mentioning
that ‘Scotland Yard said the death
was not being linked with Exercise

™

GUTTER PROPAGANDA ON GULF

‘BLOOD-CRAZED
BRITISH PRESS

Lo Sun
to have its name painted on a

Martyrdom, the Iranian military
exeruse in the Persian Gulf.’ It is

diffe vit to see why any" .y
shou'd think there was a link
bitwiea a man jumping off a crane
v Reveat: Park ool Ireisa fi
' Irrs s ™ M A Il
¢ o e Sy . B0
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o L) r < Yapd
phs sy, | nis pre " theo
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CRUDE
The pecers have alvs drosed oot
all the gory de ails or Avar l

Khowwtion's fepessive ety
aga. st his opponents ins: “ [ras.
Khomeini has been brutsl in
suppressing those who opsw hi
Islamic republic. But s have
coantl po-Western ty a0
third W\)rld, vitD ar ceed .

the friends of democracy in the
press over here. And since when
was the Sun concerned about the
health of - Hmmunists and workine
class militants, who have suffered
most under Khomeini? Its attacks
on the Iranian regime are just
another hypocritical attempt to
justify US and British aggression in
the Gulf. »

The Sun’s final proof that
Iranians are inhuman is the iact
that ‘the Ayatollih his no sease of
humour.” The paper poated oot
that Khomeini ‘demand:@ a f3ll
apology’ when a West German
comedian did a send-up of him, in
which Muslim women ‘dropped
their knickers at his feet’. Of
¢ .use, it isimpossible to imagir.
British leader like “uargaret
Thatcher or Norman Tebbit
objecting to being lampooned in
the media. And a British dignitary
like Jeffrey Archer would ne.c
demand an apology or'damages if
papers made derogatory remarks
about his sex life.

The British press coverage of the
Gulf is little more than crude anti-
Iranian propaganda.

[ts aim is to convince the British
public that the ‘blood-crazed
mullahs’ need a good hiding from
Reagan and Thatcher to make
them behave like civilised,
Christian people. Presumably they
mean Christian people like that
God-fearing fanatical terrorist,
Colonel Oliver North.

the next step
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TAMIL REFUGEES SPEAK OUT

TAMIL REFUGEES WAVE GOODBYE TO FREEDOM FROM THEIR FLOATING

PRISON

Tl refugees incarcerated on the crison

setneides 15 dayy to

ght to live
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EAST END RACIST EVICTIONS

High court says

‘Send them back’
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akias hoM In Ma: the
fumily received a letter trom the

incil which accepted that the
tewily “hane coiarins reeq for
Miamaainton’  umiey wing
law. But bciause they are
Bangladeshis, the finer points of

the law do not apply. ‘It would®

have beenreasonable for you’, said
the council, ‘to Contmue to =

@ omm lation in Banij.a-
duah You have thereby rendered
yourself and your family inten-
tionallv homelc

[ait wesk ti2 hith court
accepted I'ower Hamuet’s aipe-
ment that if Abaul Manuf anl his
family war.i somewhere to live they
should go Gack to Bang 'adesh. The
council det wed that the court had
‘completely vindicated® its ra-
cist stance. .

Ever since the Liberal-SDP
Alliance took power in Tower
Hamlets last May, it has run a
racist campaign against the
Bangladeshi community. [ast
summer the council proposca that
homeless Bangladeshis should be
housed in an old ship moored in
the Thames. In September it used
the anti-im#igration panic gen-
erited by the Tories’ new visa
restricie s te bliese Asiane oc e

“hin Earl William have
suspendad their hunger-strike, but they naven't givin
win theer freedom and the rig

n the struge to

in Britain. Kenan Malik reoote

LA Nng svomere y rews AN v

office to wadermine the struggle
slows that it cannot be trusted to
come up with a solution in the
interests of the Tamils.

® Lie No 1: ‘They want to go
“ back to Sri Lanka’

Last week press and politicians
claimed thaf the refugees wanted
to return to Sri Lanka, in the wake
of the peace pact signed by the Sri
Lankan and Indian governments.
This deal is supposed to end the

s1yecution of Tamils from which

" the refugees fled. ‘That’s an out

and out lie,” said refugee Veera-
vagu Raj. ‘How can we go back?
The agreement is less than two
weeks old and we don’t know what
is happening. Yesterday two
Tamils were shot dead by security
forces — we can’t go back in these
~«ons. The BpeEs  are
i letely distorting what we say.
Wien we talk about going home
we mean “uck to relatives in
¢ o7 Mrmingham.
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. ht of the Tamil refur-== to
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w* on there beiny a war in Sri

3 “- 2 Fwn if some Tamils
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! their right t o stay in Britain,

o of the bruader struggle
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BARGLALDE wAl FAVA tES PROTEST AGAINST THEIR WaCIST LANDLORDS
GLC housing estates in the

et e VY

Last week t1e cowscii declared
that it was a ‘waste of ratepayers’
money’ to house Baszy ladeshis.

Avii-racists have bezn g wi to
é unce twe Auance and its
d: iraury poiic But the
real blame tor the : " the
rac ots les with the T.abour Party,

whows aparthcd feing practi
ied ¢ giowad Ter sl
“oizas, and wiooc At
‘et the current G i’s
poi it panders to the Saciul.
F.r decades the Tabhour Party
Acrninatea Tower rlo=iiets ovas
, dmé togethur with the G r
L o Coane b wae adro -
crmil  ahow i housing
stock ia the bhoreus ', operated a
Coi stz cnvaion o)

Bargadeshis were ¢nifined o a
N |

handful of rurfawn ssuiis
excluded fiom scwla™d he
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borc. st «howed that only 0.3 per
e of Baegla iis were housed
on mod esfates. Despite
I2% " promise to take action,

1 upcats report two years later

“iow ed tha nothing had changed.

) thew somewhere’, the report

act oM, ‘¢ Vberate  decisions

wve been taken over which

eaotes (Bengils) were going to be
“allowed” v live on.”

The Alrance might be more
uy oat s racist policies,
hut Labour wawght the new council

“w e pluy evon v racist card in the

k. Local ‘iLavour politicians

ave airo allbowed today’s racists to
n ke th¢ running.

Th campaign against the

_w., backed by the Labour

v al e Communist Party,
h=s =21 -t to win support from
uck A lip.l spokesmen as
y MP Simon Hughes
;% for clemency from the
=acher than to organise an
~iupainn against the
{™pa in organiser

[ 0
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But the security measures taken
since the escape show that the
refugees are treated like criminals.
The quay where the Ear! William is
moored is sealed off with barbed
wire. There is now a gate-post with
a guard 100 yards from the ship.
Guards with walkie-talkies patrol
the quay. All visitors are escorted
in and out of the ship. The refugees
can see only two visitors at a time,
and only for an hour,

® Lie No 3: ‘The refugees are
-well-treated’

The refugees have faced constant
physical and verbal abuse from the
guards. One was pushed through a
glass door. They are denied
medical attention. It was not until
the seventh day of the hunger-
strike that a doctor was allowed on
board. The next day Surendran, a
17-year old hunger-striker, was
rushed to Rochester Hospital
unconscious after kidney failure.
Five others became seriously ill but
were refused hospital treatment.
Conditions are so bad that visitors
are now excluded from most areas
of the ship. ‘They don’t want
people to know what it’s like in
here,” said Raj. ‘They don’t treat us
like human beings.’

“They are using every trick to try
and break our spirit,” said Raj. ‘But
we won’t give in.” The hunger-
strikers insisted on nothing less
than freedom. Yet Labour MP
Diane Abbott’s response to their
predicament was to call for better
trairing for the guards and the

oduction of ‘the checks and
balances set down in prison
regulation’. While the refugees
reject the laws that have taken

away their freedcse and the o
=guiy the Labio - Tory o0
; e " o ordire g 4
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Miained Petre” ¢ "
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Richard Backes argues that the
{iy': against evictions has the
support of ‘sympathetic coun-
cillors of all parties’ — including
the Alliance. The campaign has
gone out of its way to involve local
Alliance supporters. Backes has
refused to confront the council and
has vetoed activities that com-
promise his campaign in the eyes of
the courts.

This approach has let the council
off the hook and demoralised local
anti-racists.

A campaign meeting in April
broke up in disarray when Backes
invited SDP councillors to speak
from the platform. Fights broke
out as angry Bangladeshis stormed
the stage to prevent the SDP
from speaking.

Many Labour Party activists are
unhappy with Labour’s past
record and its current campaign
against the evictions, Phil Maxwell,
Labour’s housing spokesman on
Tower Hamlets council, admits
Labour’s culpability: ‘It is a fact
that racism was institutionalised
by previous Labour councils.” He
is also critical of the campaign:
‘The emphasis of the campaign has
been on building links with the
Liberals and arguing in the courts
rather than building links with
tenants and the labour movement.
The lesson of the high court
decision is that we need to embark
on a more political campaign
involving direct action in concert
with local people.” But Maxwell
and other Labour activists have
nevertheless gone along with the
campaign and kept faith with
Labour policy. If we are to win the
fight against the evictions and
defend black people’s rights, then
we must break with Labour’s
sordid record.

the next step




ALLIANCE SPLITS AND MERGERS

NO FUTURE IN
THATCHER'S
SHADOW

avid Owen resigned the

leadership of the Social

Democratic Party last

week after losing the vote

on the proposal to merge
with the Liberals. In a ballot of
58 500 SDP members, nearly
26 000 voted for merging with the
Liberals while just over 19 000
backed Owen’s option of main-
taining the ‘open marriage’
arrangement.

The fracturing of the Alliance
reflects the poor prospects for any
middle class party trying to
challenge Thatcher.

Alliance leaders insisted that

1987 would® ¥« make or “reak for
ther o le £o cutakiivh a 0!
force’ *a British e, Im
1Ichraary SDP canidate Ko
B v won the Groenweh b
el ¥ e S pwet . 1
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the popolatty wal
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Atance. Metia conerage fooaed
( the woodimess of the "Tw

Davi's  double s t,

disagreements like Owen’s poor:;
disguised contempt for Liberal
defence policy. Owen’s overtures
to the Tories on the possibility ¢ a
pact in the event of a Jwy
parliament also raised Liberal
suspicions. In the event, for all i*s
promises of ending the ‘two-party
dictatorship’, 22 seats were all
that the Alliance could muster.
Liberal leader David Steel began
the post-election soul-searching
with the proposal to merge the two
parties. Steel argued that a unif«!
party under a single leader is
necessary, given the increasingly
‘presidential’ style of British
elections. The merger idea has
upset the fragile balance of middle
class interests in the SDP. At the
Nottingham conference of SDP
councillors in July, pro-meryer
speakers Dick Taverne and Shirl
Williams were coolly received.
This was followed by a nationul
committee vote of 18-13 agaiust
the merger. Only one SDP MpP,
Charles Kennedy, has come out for
the merger. Likewise, the main
financial backers of the SDP,
merchant banker Leslie Murphy
and supermarket tycoon Duwsid
Sainsbury, are in the Owen camp.

MANUFACTURE

At the grassroots level, however,
the picture has been different. Last
week’s vote in favour of a merger
shows that many SDP members
have accepted that electoral failure
was due to disunity, and drawn the
conclusion that a new party is the
answer. Owen’s original allies in
the ‘gang of four’ — Shirley
Williams, Roy Jenkins and Bill
Rodgers — have all climlwd
aboard the merger bandwag a.
The debate promises to rage ror
months. Both parties hold their
national conferences in the

the next step

autumn and negotiations over the
details of a merger are not due to
be concluded until early next year.

But whatever the outcome, no
constitutional manoeuvre can
manufacture a real social base for
an alternative bourgeois party.

The Alliance advanced largely
on the strength of the hostility
expressed by some middle class
people to the strident character of
Thatcherite politics and the
supposed ‘doctrinaire leftism’ of
the Labour Party. The SDP was
itself established in response to the
apparent advances made by the left
within the Labour Party in the
(a2l «ighties.

ECHOED

Howsver, T&siihed’s am oon
prom sin g ")pru wh has ultomn s
1w rrorwed ol for » thind
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A eon of Pl e
Jaw | ondex : . s
| Tooke cgpeciten to follews
e ‘ 1us the I «bour 1 wry
has shitted rapidly to the rigt
uncer Neil Kinnock. The Alliance
too has been pulled along behind

the Tories. It has echoed
Thatc %srite therss on mary
jueree aud ow «ome ~-such oo aat

trade union laws — the Alianc

produced proposals which weit
even further thun the sovern-
ment's legislation.

The fact that tls Alliance was
farced to live in Thaicher’s shadow
narrowed its appeal in the election.
For example, during the June
campaign Owen and Steel issued a
‘101 Damnations’ list of left-wing
Labour candidates. But if people
were, worried ubove this imaginary
threst fom the ‘1 1y left’, the
obvious can«'lute ‘or them to
support was Tha .iw:, who had
often declared and displayed her
commitment to ‘killing socialism
in Britain’. The Tories felt able to
pinch the ‘Damnations’ list, and
even to cveedit it to the Alliance
during a 1V broadcast, without
fear of advantaging the SDP
and Liberals.

RAGBAG

The failure of the Alliance has
opened up divisions among the
loose amalgam of middle class
groups within it. It has always been
stwsetiing of a political ragbag,
spanniny such diverse interests as
the radica’ Young Liberals, strong
advocates of nuclear disarmament,
and old professional Cold Warriors
like Owen. It was inevitable that
such a coalition couldnot survive a
crisis. If SDP members do follow
the merger ballot result and join
the Liberals, the tensions will be
stored up within the new party.
Further splits are likely.

The problems of the Alliance
confirm the stability of ruling class
politics in Britain.

On the Continent, the political
process has traditionally involved
alignments between rival parties of
the ruling class. In recent years, the

unstable state of European
capitalism has created a lot of flux
and allowed new middle class
parties, like Craxi’s Socialists in
ITtaly, to get a purchase on power.
But in Britain since the twenties,

the establishment has been able to -
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patierts  to  priveie  Jinks
Tomtoa, They are fidlowng the
example i bv eynaecfogints at St
Janu in Scoan Lo o, whes
simifar cuts were implemented
last month.

The Essex area healt  au = rity
it trring to justify its cutba & by
praniing out that the demard iv
other gynaecological operations
has outstripped the limited
capacity of Colchester General.
“The consultants and myself have
decided to devote more resources
to life-threatening conditions such
as cervical cancer,” said general
manager Nigel Beverley. Beverley’s
message is that women can’t expect
the NHS to protect them from
both unwan«ul pregnancies and
premature death.

According to the adminstrator
of a registered charity clinic in
central London, abortion facilities
carry an increasingly low priority
in the NHS. Although outright
cuts are still rare, she believes there
is a trend for health authorities to
farm out terminatic as to private
agencies. ‘West M iands health
authority has an arrang: ment with
more than 20 agencies. Under
some such arrangements, the
operations are paid for by th
health authority. Sometimes th
pwiient has to pick up the bill.
Ticse days, doctors need to be
really pro-abortion to get their
patient ¢ termination on the NHS.
Most of them would rather say
“Can you afford £100?" and refer
her to an agency like ours. Women
are having to go private by default.’

Abortion has always been a grey
area in the NHS, ever since the
1967 Act brought greater access to
legal terminations. Variations
between the policies of ~puri-
tanical’ and ‘liberal’ health
authorities are quietly acknow-
ledged, but rarely talked wi ot
Abortion is the only operatic= th

rely on one political machine —
the Conservative Party — to
represent its interests. In the
absence of a profound change in
the balance of class forces the
ruling class has no stake in
experimenting with new options.
Indeed, Thatcher’s hardline ap-
proach shows that any changes in
strategy can be carried out through
the existing institutions.

ABORTION ON THE NHS

. Women pay for cuts

THE

DOCTOR’S DREAM
DIED THE
DEATH

ayinoy piaeq

The Alliance’s main contri-
bution has been to pull Labour to
the right. But this " as only *clperl
to endorse the Tories’ contrit Hver
political debate. Nobody who
supports the existing order can
effectively challenge Thatcher
today. Only anti-capitalists stand a
chance of breaking the mould . f
British politics.

Tony Kennedy
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Andrew Calcutt

THE TREVOR MONERVILLE CASE

Police authority
threatens family

TREVOR MONERVILLE

he Independent Police Com-

plaints Authority, which is

investigating the case of Trevor

Monerville, a young black man
who emerged from three days in
police cus®wdy »iit brain damage, is
now threatening to prosecute
his family.

Stoke Newington police arrested
19-year old Trevor Monerville on
New Year’s Day and held him in
custody on a criminal damage
charge. A week later he was lying
partially paralysed on an operating
table undergoing surgery to remove
a blood clot on his brain, and the
peles had dropped the charges.

Stoke Newington police, notorious
for terrorising black youth in the
area, have consistently denied
responsibility for inflicting Trevor
Monerville’s horrific injuries but
have refused to answer basic
questions. They have coms under
pressure from his family and
sopporters who want to know
the tyuth.

Proving just how impartial it
really is, the Independent Police
Complaints Authority has produced
an interim report which backs the
police story and blames the family
for impeding the investigation by
refusing to hand over medical
records. The authority is now
threatening to take the family to
court to force them to deliver the
documents. This move reveals the
authority as nothing more than an
apology for police repression.

The Monerville family has rightly
refused to cooperate with a body
which is independent only of the
truth and dependent on the state
which brutalises black youth. But
some leading supporters of the Mon-
ervilles’ campaign are mistaken in
demanding an official public inquiry
or looking to make the police more
accountable. All state bodies and
inquiries are part of the racist
system which oppresses black
people. They cannot be trusted to
deliver justice for a victim like
Trevor Monerville.
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Andy Clarkson reports

PRy
REAGAN’'S CENTRAL AMERICAN PLANS

NOPEACE
OR NICARAGUA

The fiurry

of peace plans for |
Central
week indicates thet

America last

problems Reagan
faces in trying to
contain unrest in the
USA’s backyard.
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Nicwragan's racies? Samdinisty
viyome to hee! Reazan’s ie-
' v i by earll
' about (il Oliv
¢1% usirw Iraniap ash to arm

: C vatras in Nicararna. But the

! nle reactiyr te Nori='s
paeg ) perinr i e the
Iraryate hearings promptea
R i to try to recoup his lesses

t Micwragua’s expense.
ca’s plan demands far-
' L from the
e :._;Sr_._. “‘“”7 ;M‘:F,.’ a8 l,:n

ix nthe an ¢ »mic devel o-

ot soont wits the USA, the
reviwwon of all arms deliveries to

‘al 2n  sather des (the
l'"\] S Wi gt b G
L5 oen valleu huni it an aid to
%2 Contraa) o7 an amnesty for
e Cowdis insurgents.

Reagar‘. s scheme amounts to
nothiny less than a dewand for
Nizaragua’s total surrender to
US imperialism.
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Reay «1 wants to compensate for
this setback by using his peace
initiative to take advantage of
Nicaragua’s current economic and

neljtics’ prob\Prr; within Cortr 0
A wcrica. The bancanstas nave
recently come under intense

pressure from ‘friends’ as well as
enemies. In June the Soviet Union
banned oil «rorts to Nicaragua in
exchange for progress in the arms
talks <. Geneva. The Soviet move
to help throttle Nicaragua shows
up the US myth of a Soviet-
inspired conspiracy in Central
America. Since Mexico and
Venc/uela ceased oil exports two
o i, Sovnct 011 has been
MO Lo Sf-lae Now that irs
ol 11 erves r‘"‘t te = oot thes
week, NI kit been forced
1eta the avms of Mev: ) — vk Qis
us w2 the o1l weap=n o i g the
Sandmniciag 1o e cilLtine table.
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REVOLT

The =~ Central American state
initintive is a piece oF raper wii !
has ne heore m bringing peacs Ye
the fact that ihwee ¢ wnd Sos Curs
coanter Reagan’s prope a« is
sign: ant. It shows how Reagan’s
authoritv in Central America huw
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wihere o foreepyi Jile
1ona cepuo ge 4 frea to hoos

their US tooiiic o

The Reagan initiative w
intended to show the = 5
Central America tiat the [ISA «]
wields the ¢ stick the 2ves
[eetinl it bas sirved to expose the
in- erence of US policy. Anl
Washington’s probvws are only
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THE STRIKE IS A STRUGGLE FUR POWEK

SCUTH AFRICA

Miners strike
agamnst apartheid

‘he strike by 250 000 ble &

miners in South Africa cou

become the biggest battle s

far between the black trade
union moven« 1 and the apar-
theid state.
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Twenty eigrt ¢+ ot an 18 =
reives were called out on strike v
the ! en 1ners union, the NU *

1

fs i ek i of pay talks

< aic f :ng for a pay
rse o ' [« sent, for improved
afety conditions and agains:

discrimiration underground. Last
year alone m re then €30 mirers
were kised in a 1ts on S outh
African mines. M« T :re
black The Soutl Arrian mic g
S wheon procacss 50

cent of the count:y’s export

earnings, has the worst safety
record in the world. It is the only
industry in whoo b 0 o nr har
rewaiss olicially ia place
erabling emplo to vun mires
like stave cawps. Profits are
squeczed out of bli:k miners in
conditions which lave |oug
beoow s e i me vy in other

ist nations. Black
miners are s~7zned to the most
dangerous jobs, often without
elementary safety gear, and denied
danger pay =nd the ‘her benefits
to which their white foremen
are entitled.

HACKED

Last week a riot biiie ont at

Western !¢ Chia o u wine at
Welkom ia the Coooin oo St
cwed the Ang -Ameri
cot, thon, aler black nirp

W left to wait ..« threc hou .

underground at the end ¢ thoir
shift, whi®z i s were hoisted to
tee surface. It ensuing
cont.untation tw whiis wourity
' cials were hie vt dleath, oy

blacks shot dead and 41 wound...
Incidents like this are a reg
occurrence in the mines, awi
ciglvis why the black miners
union has become the biggest v1d
most militant sect.on o
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CONTROL

' W s alras B A um
ovir wih mntrolw ey
indusry, While the »ae ow
art Svirrmined to uphol s 1hs v

¢onditions on which their indws

v wonds, the miners are deter

mire to .%inge them. The
croment has already declaie

"2 "% wion to use the police a
100t pency powers to crush 14
wrks, wi e the emplovers haw

threatened striking niiters wi

instant dismissal. The ruling cl

is determined to turn the strike o
a test of strength with the ble «
unions. Even Anglo-Ameri.it
chairman Gavin Relly, normally
portrayed as a liberal because k=
sponsored talks between busine
men and the African Nations
Congress, declared war on Cosatu
last week:

‘We cannot expect to
sympathetically the appeals” to
support of trade unions we»
promote sanctions and
investment, the more so when st
advocacy is part of a widw
political programme inimical

the very survival of the fr
enterprise system of which we
a part.’

Many miners have responded to
the bosses’ threats by stating their
determination to wuse force, if
necessary, to resist attempts to drive
them back to work.

Meanwhile, the NUM has co
up with a potentially dis
strategy of telling its members
leave the mine hostels and stay »
home during the strike. 1"
outcome of the strike r '
uncertain. But the strugsic 1
power which it hints at points t«
the urgent need for a political pa~
that can give conscious direciion i
the fight for workers® freed: m
South Africa, in a way th
unionism alone never could.




UNBIASED
IMMIGRATION
CONTROLS?

N 1 first sprean sini

S (O Yol R I A
y Seraley [
Pt farn v oning:

Wl inie

: Ern coniiane 0

e wrbhae

HATTERSLEY: QUIBBLING

He opposes present
immigration regulations
which discriminate
against Asian fiancees
trying to enter the country
in order to marry, by
claming that their
n wriages are bogus
ber ruse they are
arranged, and not
contracted upon grounds

of proposal, as is usual in

the UK. Hattersley
siders such marrisses
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While quibbling about
the effectiveness of Asian
marriages, Hattersley
ignores the issue that all
immigration controls are
racist and therefore anti-
working class. This
approach, coupled with
the ‘left-wing' argument
that as many people leave
the UK as enter it
annually, fails to bring the
racist nature of the laws
to the fore.

Workers can oppose all
controls by bringing their
racist nature to the centre
of the political stage,
through The Red Front.
Alderidge Prior
Leamington Spa

| fettersf i)

KHOMEINI: AN OPPRESSOR

Don’t back Khomeini

| FOUND your coverage of the
Gulf War highly contradictory.
You oppose the manoeuvres of
the US and British nav.zcg, on
the grounds that it means
more oppression for the
neonle of the Middle East. |

Western decadence, and chops
off people’s limbs for stealing,
drinking or adultery. In other
words, Khomeini oppresses
women, gays, nationalities (eg,
Kurds), and religious
“inorities,

as wall an ruthlessly

! AErvement with caplaiting worners, He has
that. Sisl st Decsk @ iedd the war against Irag o
Deitish anc American opiran- seimd the most se sacrificing
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sheiids he sipoorted by ADOUL Ihs? L dosseporied
SOTINIENS. AS yOU arpued o Ry your simplishic maysis
it It ¢ 1he joo S Queshon | now yoi ae
Of SOCINSIS 10 Dt A T Sy ThAL 2 5 INe
whewe tne rd : puls 2 SO G lrsiand. Bt the
Cross. Our anahsis shoudd be republican movement do not
snore sophisticated have the power to oppress

The repressive i‘anian anyone, and theor attitude to
regime forces women > wiear women, gays, Protestants,

the veil
clazs from exerricing
union rights, see¢s

homosexuality as a disgusting

INNER-CITY
POLICING

BLACK youth in Nowih
London had the wa
meaning of the Tories
inner-city policy speit ¢
1o them last week, w!
scores of police caeri
out a ‘drugs raid’ ¢n the
Silver Bullet puty i
Finsbury Park. They
charged in with Latons
drawn, started arresting
people at random, and
chased the youlh out an
to the streets. One young
man was lucky te escape
serious injury — e was
forced to jump 20 feet
from a railway platiorm on
to the street be cw.
Another youth was not =
lucky. He was run down by
a car, while be ng chased

prevand the waors!

lrade

-
BLATANT POLICE BRUTALITY

AcIoss a main road. It was
O ous the guy's legs
were smashed, but fae
Qps were enly going'to
admanister first aid unti
pressure from passers-by
forced them o call an

ambuance,

\, '.”'e

Iy p«u s
) back and white, was
) miture of muted fury
and disbetied. A middle

aged white woman ricarly

workars, ete, is genuinely
socialist.
Lyndsay Robertson
Cardiff

got herself arrested for
giving one con a right
mouthfyl This s the kind
! anger that anti raciats
reed e bedld on. The

demand for ‘poiice off our
streets’ maxes more
sense now than ever
before, os more nraple
witness the brutal reality
of the government'’s inner-
city policy.

Chris Sweeney

London

BCM JPLTD, London

WC1N 3XX or phone

(01) 729 3771

WHO KILLED
SOCIALISM?

UNFORTUNATELY | was on
holiday during Preparing
for Power, so it was good
to be able to read the two
speeches by Richards and
H.ove in last week’'s paper
(7 August). But one point
in Frank Richards’ article
bothered me. He says that
‘we should not view the
Thatcher era in entirely
negative terms.’ He backs
up this bald statement -
with the view that
Thatcher has destroyed
traditional socialist ideas
that were never that left-
wing in the first place. A
lesser but related point in
the article sees the
decline of the unions in a
positive light, saying that
the unions are to blame
for conservative views in
the working class.

| really think Frank
Richards has gone too far.
You don't have {o be a
Labour hack or a trade
union bureaucrat to know
that it is definitely
negative for the labour
movement to be
undermined by the right. If
the old institutions were
weak because the rank
and file were strong, and
an alternative leadership
was developing, that
wo ! be positive. But to
se¢ the ‘good side’ of
Thatshes's virulent anti-

SETTET AN h,

" e -
"(‘"Tb}"\“tnii" v s a
L AT Bake
Jeremy Benton
Middlesbrough

IDEOLOGICAL
ISSUES

PAUL JOHNSON (tns, 7
August) raises some
interesting points about
ideology. | think when the
next step refers to the
Labour Party appealing to
the establishment it
means that Labour
presents its policies in
terms of the needs of the
economy and Britain,
rather than in terms of
the needs of the working
class.

Of course the
establishment is not the
group which goes and
puts the cross on the
ballot for the Labour MP.
The working class, in the
main, is the force which
has traditionally voted
Labour. But the party, by
putting forward its politics
in terms which are
acceptable to the
establishment, does
nothing to challenge
capitalist ideology.

Calling it capitalist
ideology does not mean
only capitalists believe it,
it means that the ideas
are consistent with the
capitalist system, not
opposed to it. Of course
the working class is
infected with ideas
against its true interests:
this is what Marx called
‘false consciousness'. If
workers were conscious of
their interests as a class

then there would be no
need for a scientific
analysis of present-day
society, or for a
revolutionary party for that
matter.

On moral panics, surely
the point is that the
media does know what it
is doing, and consciously
promotes pro-state ideas.
Its attitude to rape is not
to call for women’s
liberation, but more police
on the streets. In
response to Aids it calls
for compulsory testing,
not gay liberation. And on
the issue of child abuse
the media calls for more
policing of working class
families, rather than
abolishing the prison of
the family unit. It is
natural that the media
should arrive at these
solutions, because they
start from the way things
are under capitalism: they
support the status quo.
Timothy Stoney
Manchester

BACK TO THE
MOORS

‘I HAD naively hoped that

once Pauline Reade had
been exhumed and
reburied the Brady-Hindley
saga would be over. Now
we learn that lan Brady
has owned up to more
earter Ldings. This vl
NN the Pl 1o g
Lanother 20 vemn 1t s
desn) = reldanes of
thoyv et v alot »fF veod,
par cularly when "hey
have the press corps
camping out on their
doorsteps and photos of
their children and their
killers in every paper.
Getting evidence to
charge Hindley and Brady
with more killings is
pointless as they are
already in jail for their
natural lives. So who
benefits from picking over
the bones of their
unfortunate victims?

S~
BRADY: RARE

| think the ruling class
and the police have
chosen the moment to
relaunch a public scare
over killers, child abusers
and evil criminals.
Precisely because lan
Brady is a rare psychotic,
sexually perverse, violent
rapist, who killed several
people, including children
— for pleasure — he has
been presented for
decades as the
personification of the
devil to win support for
the police, the prisons,
and stiff sentencing. The
media, which covered the
original trial in the sixties
in incredible detail (the
Telegraph included the
complete transcript), has
dug up all the old stuff to
reintroduce fear and
loathing into the younger
generation.
Jean Wilson
Oldham *
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BLAME THE WEST F(

Sabena Norton goes beyond the gutter press head

THE BODY-COUNT MOUNTS AS THE WI'ATERN POWERS PROLONG TiE AGONY IN THE GULF

‘ tev. bomb blasts disco girl’
reamed the Swn last weod

Wer Soori hotiday maxe-
Piphen Simocks bpwt hes ot
¢ el peplosem at the

“ v »oach Heestoin Tunis
Towny o 000 smiicn caw of Tunivia,
vl v 2 b o eniavnce s
oo Lo W link Iran to O
Tiunian bombings. But, so wk
Fow Beitain's guttor oo rnalists oov

v w ldo,if it can be twiste¢
he'» st r up war {ever against the
I.oman peoni.

“ow US war ships sailed 1+
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woroowandthe 7+ o o ol have

fieeovoo T the oo band ¢ Iranian
fie salumrp o2 bokis ! each
istoa of unrest and oo 1 ovce In

e Loy oo,

The anti-Iro o on recor Do
Briush proos s i i
inviitution which a5 ued i
digianesly prowsted ¢ Ginien
against Thatcher « i@ = we o

blication <t the Forr Wiielt
Sproatcher mew vr B 0one s
¢ 727 chauvini m reveals it as litile
» o« than an extra-mural rropa-
¢nda department of “hiihall
Viile the USA and its « o wo
(owapiring to oring the Gt oo -

Viootern military control, the
Trtih soidia have coave tlw
= discnvers the mym of an
7 .a fundar cntal ot ooagpiracy
2 subeett the Mica s Fost.

LZvery time the Western powers
v ‘o war in the third world, they
#wiover the reactionary and
abhorrent features of third
world regimes.

At otier tine, the  4.e more
thev kapr = tormiv satie o mence
r m i cictatons Lol Tande-

e

mentalist religions to keep the
masses under control. Only
yesterday Britain and the USA
were involved in covert arms deals

i ¢ ol srsime. But
fosw Ut A0s Wantenmt vt need
O T seppert co oo or
towgher mcisuece 1 e Mdidn
Fast ¢y are e puti
panes 10t sliegrgd owils of
Tohran's raders aonl e memice of

diwal Ladaswm. Do s T samic widsy,
bk in 1982, the Bovieh oo
stddeady dmcoversd Arpewmneen
“ug the Lok

foo o v ilve
i R soath ‘|I¢In iC.
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S PR <11 ¥y "X.I o
Shah in January 1979, Iran has
been at the top of the West’s list of
‘evil’ states alongside Colone!
Gadaffi’'s Libya. To popuiai!

anti-Tranian chauvinism the
Western media pointed to the
repressive character of the new

- Iranian regime under Avyatollah

Khomeini and the reactionary
teatures of Muslim fundamentalism.
In fact. althouoh Tran is being

governed by an au-w v i ia class
dictatorship, the finower . govern-
ment iS NO wor
Shah, who ran the countiy like a

1 carryp £ 07 years and was
e like « *+» in Washington,
farand Lesioe, either isitany

more obnox ves than many other
coomes in the region — from
Pakicun ¢ Turkey to Saudi
Arab:a and ! rael — which repress
the “.swot on behalf of the West,

K¥~mein's Iran has been

swsad e g 2% because,

unlit ¢ t! b it vas the product
of =1 .ptompe ot uprising
w0 ovecthrew the existing US-
ipeossored  avder wnd dealt a

Sresing haw to Western power in
the Middle East. Anti-Islamic
hysteria in Europe and America
has nothing to do with concern
about the fate of the people who
are forced to live under a repressive
[slamic state. It ~ioresses the
hatre< and fear arouw~d by the
struggle against imuorialism in
Iran — a struggle wh :h has been
contained and subverted by the
Islamic regime, but which cannot

bon thar of the -

be suppressed in the long run.

In January 1979 Ayatollah
Khomeini and his entourage
te voned from exile in Paris to take
over the Iranian state. [ran’s new
clerical rulers were no different
from scores of moderate third
world politicians who sit and wait
in the leafy suburbs of London and
Paris, hoping and scheming for
some misfortune to unseat their
rivals back home, so they can
return from obscurity to assume
power. But the upheaval which led
to the overthrow of the Shah
unieashed a revolutionary upsurge
in Iranian society which could not
be contained by the usual reshuffle
at the top.

Islamic fundamentalism, which at
the outset provided a forceful
expression of the anti-Western
sentiments of the masses, became
the ideological weapon used by
Iran’s new rulers to crush the
revolutionary movement.

T»> restore stability, the
Kho#s '+ =ssime had to cohere its
base 10 ny the small traders and
busipisamen wie expected the new
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R GULF BLOODSHED

to examine the issues at stake in the Gulf
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Islamic state. Khomeini intro-
duced economic reforms to bring
trade and banking under the twin
control of the state and the Iranian
merchant and bazaari class. The
government organised militant
urban youth into Islamic militias
— the ‘revolutionary guards’ and
the ‘baseej’ — to turn their anger
and enthusiasm into a source of
support for the regime. It launched
a drive to exorcise all aspects of
Western culture Iranian
society, turning snti-imper wlist
sentiment into iden ‘Tication with
barbarous forms of reprciii m,
from the veiling of women to the
stiming and mutilation of law-
Cmacar

from

Pepdic thnais te sspart I
Ialasms ‘revodanon’ & sla 1y
tive Tligichie Fast ane oo te
e Vigsdanti iy of lvo. \-ud

A and s raaderats Dald
MM Yo ,’-"'-~'l' ML Ve
Lowy » grip on Ssman weiiy. b
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Rle 424 U
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ons. Bt the Tranian inlenyg e
e o ey i Malvmpeg the
Weshet 2 powsyy lo.\:'-.j—
from Moang 2 Rl 1o Weetn
i t" -".".. a. ‘nJ
T arai Tl wad i blossy
cooflizt wita Iraa serve o ire o ate
imperia vin from Fe pressuce of

the massss They are the means
through which the Islami: state
has stalled the growth < class
conflict and anti-impe'islist
resistance.

For Iran, the war against Iraq
serves a domestic purpose.

It has allowed the regims *o seep
Iranian society in a perrarently
militarised state and tc suppress
the explosive class antag nisms
within it. This has also teen the
function of the war effort for lian s
enemy Iraq — although tl.c Iraqi
regime has also been able t» o the
war to re-establish 1riesdly
relations with the West:im powi s
The seven-year conflict, 1 wiich
almost a million people have died,
shows that carnage ultunately is
the only method of maintaining
capitalist rule in the Middle East in
the crisis conditions of the eighties.

BESIEGED: KHOMEIN

To stay in control, the rulers of
Iran and Iraq have plunged their
societies into the hor=e¢ of a

PRy _5355‘1\/'

fratricidal bloodbath (see box).
The Gulf War was started by
Iraq which invaded Iran in
September 1980. Discreetly en-
couraged by the USA, Iraq’s ruler
Saddam Hussein attempted to take
advantage of the turmoil following
the fall of the Shah to attack Iran.
It was a desperate gamble by a
regime which faced serious
domestic unrest and which had few
friends in the region or in the wider
international arena. The aim was
to cohere Irag’s fragile new
government, to neutralise the
armed forces and domestic
opponents and to ingratiate Iraq
with the Western powers.
Saddam’s gamble did not
achic.e its intended result. Instead
f wrake= vg Iran, the Iraui
offramive peevidnil the Khomeini
rogime with the faens o seaded for
regii et i society At
wene of the rvasion the Irumess

plot to bring down the Islamic
government and destroy
‘revolution’.

The war effort was used to |

popularise the supposedly pro-
gressive, anti-Western credentials
of Iran’s new government and to
institute a campaign of terror
against its opponents. Once Iran
regained the initiative on the front,

it launched a wave of repression

against the Iranian left, the
Kurdish liberation movement and
the trade unions. Tens of

thousands were killed and im-
prisoned and all left-wing organ-
isations were forced underground.

The war also offered a gruesome
escape route for Iran’s dangerously
militant anti-imperialist urban
vouth. The revolutionary guards,
wB bad Jisplasad therr power
with the s swre o the T8 hovenges
in Tehran in 1979, were the | 2wt
be Mns e e nhu‘.“ter They wee

their -

In military terms the war could
have ended in 1982, once Iran had
succeeded in ejecting the Iraqi-
invasion. If the Western powers
had wished to bring the hostilities
to a close, they could easily have
found the means to do so. But from
the Western point of view, despite
misgivings about the threat fo the
international oil trade, the
beneficial impact of the war on the
balance of forces in the region told
in favour of keeping the con-
flict going.

The fratricidal war neutralised
two dangerously unstable local
regimes and paralysed anti-
Western forces throughout the
region. Among the conservative
Gulf states, who felt threatened by
the disruption of the oil trade and
by the spectre of Iranian-style
rebellion in their own countries,
the conflict prompted a growing
interest in Wecatern military

oty ek UBad o the Kawa, od b rered i 1% Aawe SN0 e LML RENT: #1AGAN proteeton — to which the W
el i @ v sl indeey) fentoer force whikkr larmd was more than ready to respond.
W ey st deenogs B e feddet for lsans used to crush the militant upsurge
fedantiinl Sl s saopiesiing pervaiie Auman woaess” tedics e that ad Wwouyst down the Shah,
Kerfrlh wormice S N Bl 0w Beiawe a ad wiikch hed to be liquidated
B ihe adink Iy oy eosinied  grevmrand Sor worhong viees aeti- bl Mas™s rulers could re-
Khowmein 0 s wopw s alal; integrate the country into the
proples ageemnt ¢ Wokimsempond The offensive against Iraq was imperialist order.
I - = - 9
Nwe 1979 pag phims DOS wotten Border ylages = LB #arant agw g ITesgan Lt el
] MO REASST Roalah rolelsc U ey g incewes $500m Curcaniar as
Craafed 105 In the Ty Shle hagr toem of Apwi 1 Torhey agrees 3 s Pagl L
W3t g o Snire wess & Raghdaa KOs ecesoosnta n e
Ay LPTE: SuMlav Hystems herosws Ihe Sew ov i devi of Awgost 1PRL. Frove® Basat agrer 114 BROn Wi 16 Vg
PUpen s aiy and ol communats Dcteber 1985 el Getvarad of Fraech S Dendied
T e poven rene it o R TR TS T3
October LOTH: Yo o™ers Ie defers ary Wofc Hrratenes Sy amnuwmm
Pavan INach o WOVETRO® and JeTandh the 984 g siarts Larker e
At e ) Gl mharsia Aane 904 S T EIowen ahOOT 0w NErean phane
Mach L08: Diplomatic ations Sefesrn Yo and Yoa Mereh 1989 B gresl rarar i swer nte DIED prveng 0
APM 000 ra mdamedt MDuwe  prove aned b Apsll LOBS: A 7 e ( 1y baeturg o Dy Van
Mmagautrion wrergt OOW oo rivan cthes bty g
Tark AU ading %0 mass " of *l‘mnnnno.rﬂm-d
Ponars 9 eooTy iovaty e ey PR T beminrg Sevwmangd
Septammbar S908: 7ot kag stempue 12 kanes srteice avd o Decembar 1985 Yag s raids 0o Vanan
- WIS M8 e Ded Trve bagy o Fewasny 4986 Far capture Fao Perirada, pumayg 30 000
v Bar, Dyt por P@ted In v remniante Fasar WO et i (s ey etBery
» | Deatd and Abwas art Traste fre
Reovowder FBB0 = wovamvatabs Laln aMe swrvdi wuog ¥ g yoror Sl ABB(N bag marates fom i o SILaCAR e N
) oo ) Abater ol ratalacoms e dewrowed 0 ey
' \ ANDEvy Sattes. e g Commaner Pany and Aaguwt 1906 Lacre™ of jare e Muadan oMeraive N
Kapdsh Nocisl a0 Comewmanal MatSed b3z
K:,. declew avreg arugge agarat O gavern  Octeber 15306 Tengate US srves S wif) ey revesied 1
[ el RA QIR e AN pUTY WY s b
T wts (hesoed S T wive’ warlee Novombet 1006 bas 20vin Laves ol feemnal and Dot
S0 | September 1001; har brosks waga of ADDGIN. NaTan e e Ml FLecR) Or
- WIS DAV M e 0w 10 Bagl s February 10T ranian  aovance amaros  Bas ".‘l
<V \oreen Orvetnmed beds tebtwabos of he oy |
k" Fobrnary 1982 Tienct \wvagr vt Choywwnn vnts Vg tmmnum
yh mmmam:«nw” March 1987 5 N1 Dy Wl meaade = Our,
",?")’ Tart when w33 DOPEEd ty 134 1 Ane 1361 Segiea precatstions for e
v Mareh 100D o dns semats s Aledr Nir e ) hdn Vg wi AALENE Mowod tarkens .
Pt e srs maor Dt w e Doty Moo 10T, Reagan deckires US siention % send Tagk
| fovce oo e Gl o0 ihe choke poiat of
AT ABER Conchnih ot Varsps avirg UTeesas: Wy Yoadorr | Vevsra (ECD st tefiaes seinary
fromy moe! b avan Ao by M A oot Ar e opirines. bt
May 19802 xan recagnems Rhormeentaty That ey ves Beagan Tormad lnh becking
Mot 1882 4 pe Srviwrrs W Th e boas a0 Ny ABBY, L% ek terie aviavs (ol ah Fsdt Lankes
| Moty 1902 4 impden P g O etacs o Dav e sguiod by reAsved e S igdet
\L__ Vi Setercen




- WOMEN UNDER

Good

years for

yuppies,

Better for yuppies,

bad times
for us

worse for working class
women — this is
Kate Marshall's verdict
on the impact of the

Thatcher years on

women at work anad
in the home
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Yet the Thatcher years have had
an uneven impact on women workers.
Wk s the w20 of women in
business and the proessions has
apcre ly caproved, toe "’I
ity of women are condeinie

te ©owopaid, low catus work. 7
i) 3 cf TR - and
twnpriary work toe women has

rowforce s the meror pevitt n of

workl o fags wonen ir the laboar
wiar bl Charges in eaislidon and
benel t regulatiins “ave intensified

the bureng Hn v ireen ir the home
whue pu DMy 1o tal ng
poor y paid and iasecare Jobe
More v Polhay carn w
today, but the gu ¥ foow oo mid

1258 and working ‘1ass women has
widened as the govcrnment and the
employers heve coopervizd
forcing most women to work
harder for less both in h¢
warkplace and v ©% home.

L
Yuppy womin

make good
.g :

Acoording to the Confodiv i of
Britasht  Induerry ol catest
pro'iem fa g businesscen today
i< the lack ¢t skilled labour. To
»lve this problem employers in
banking and engineering are
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richest 10 per cent of women were
three times better off than their
wisters in the poorest 10 per cent
b «et. By 1985 they were five
firee tetter JfL Of odrse all
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SRIM L1125 FOR WORKING WIVES

VW wumien are being used to reduce
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‘' des 13 per cent of single,
o0 working women, 40 per
sut of married working women
with no dependent children (often
w «men who have worked part-time
w0 their children were young)
v 0p recvtofworking women
« o deoener. children.

I mployers derive many advan-
tures from part-time labour.

Lirst they ..t the labour !
o medd ity during peak times.
%soaras they avoid paying for the
ime the worker is idle during slack
swriods, they do not have to pay a
‘3iay wage. They simply avoid
oning enough for the worker to
covoduce herself: the average
cart time wage in 1985 was £41.07
» waak. Three out of fu.r part-
‘et oare employed in hotels,
ver g, distribution and other
v ruices, where their ‘hours are
Joermined by management to
©v 7t operational requirements’,

srding to the official Employ-
ment Gazette.

S¢ o ad, the Tories have reduced
_otamers’ rights so much that it
« 1 on be difficult to refer to any
employees’ rights at all.
~t-taers already have restrict d
rights, are ineligible for

m o ment benefit and statu-
“rv ticc pay. Fewer and fewer
wookers are covered by eniploy-

s proestion laws and the « are
L3 curtailed every year. The
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Tories® abolition of fair wage
vislation and wages councils has
wde it cheaper still to employ

part-timers, and maternity rights

are virtually non-existent for part-
time women. It is not illegal for

1 nions to agree with management

that part-time jobs should go first

when redundancies are threatened.
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e owre O permanent warken.
107 temporary vookefT are
sormally Bepasht im om the gewest
grade, and offered no chance of
adioncement. In the DHSS, for
example, all temporary workers

are brought in on the clerical
assistant grade, earning £77
a week.

Not all temporary workers are
women — young workers are often
employed on temporary contracts
too — but two thirds of them are.
Mall of ad ‘mps work ir L 1E qal
o.i.ices, an area where women’s
jobs are concentrated. A rccent
survey conducted by the Low Pay
Unit incuired why worker, take
temporary jobs and received some
predictable answers.

Women explained that a temp-
orary job was better than no job,
that they would get work experience,
and that they would have a better
chance of getting a proper job when
it came up than someone in the
dole queue.

Women are <¢°nerally more
likely to consider temporary work
as they take more breaks for
childcere, have to move with their
husband’s iob, and often see their
work as filling in, rather than as a
career. The fuct shat there is little
chance of prog.cssion in a
temporary job, espr lly as
training is irrelc: o 1, means that
the m «t likely thing to ftollow a
“.mporary job is another temp-
orary job — not ' : be  way to
build up the servi . iecord on

which mest statutory rights and

pewsions dopend. AN
roacket tempaes agend s adve rtise
atirective training schemes ‘or
Vo, o sin per cent of temps
: agencies.
The benefit
Sqtg%eze
Sore WOmen mig ¢ ke s

just not worth bothering to work.
However freoe April next yoar a
number of changes will be
implema+ 1 by the Torics that
will make it almost impossible to
survive without working. Supple-
mentary benefit will no longer take
account of the situation of the
individual claimant. There will be
no weekly payments for special
needs such as heating, diet or
laundry. There will be no single
payments for spc. ic items such as
beds, cookers, maternity wear,
baby clothes and equipment.
Instead claimants will be lent
money that will have to be repaid
from their weekly benefit. The
social fund will be of a set amount
and those denied a loan because
the fund has run out will not be
able to appeal.

Claimants will have to pay 20
per cent of the rates on their flat or
house. Widows under 45 will no
longer be paid a widow’s pension.
Family credit (presently family
income supplement) will be paid
through the wage packet, rather
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than at the post office, and will not
be paid if the worker is on strike.
Free school meals and milk will no
longer be given to families on
family credit. Child benefit, the
only independent income many
women receive, 1s no longer pegged
to inflation. Although the Tories
backed off from abolishing a
benefit which is popular among
middle class voters, they plan to
phase it out gradually. Single
parents claiming social security
now and working part-time are
allowed to deduct child-minding
cxpenses before the ‘carning rule’
applies. This is to be abolished.

The £25 maternity benefit has
already vanished, to be replaced by
a means-tested grant of £80 for
women on supplementary benefit.
This is less than they currently
receive. Even government figures
reckon that equipment for a new
baby costs £187. Some 500 000
women will get nothing. Only
women who start a job before they
start a baby will be eligible for
maternity -allowance from. their
employer.

The central theme of many of the
moral panics promoted under the
Thatcher regime — over child
abuse, abortion and contraception
and Aids — has been to emphasise
women’s role within the family.
However it would be wrong to
interpret the Tory objective as
being to squeeze women out of the
labour force altogether. Their aim
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While union leaders like J.in

Edmonds of the geneiv 01
municipal workers and Rod«.
Bickerstaffe of Nape hooo on

claimed their comm (e
recruiting and representic.g wome
workers, they have dose vt s
de. «d their rights. inc ftipl
unions have failed to resist the
assault on women workers and the
expansion of part-time and
temporary work. This has s ven |
the Tories a free hand to rvlape
the working class in a way the
corresponds to their strategy to
escape the capitalist recession.

At the heart of the failure of the
labour movement to resist the Tory
offensive lies its acceptance of the
view that women should take
responsibility for the family.

Women are not working instead
of caring for their children and
elderly relatives; they 2= dioag
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he NHS and local councils
have-escaped drastic cuts in
the first two Tory terms.
Doctors and nurses remain
too popular to be the target
of direct attack. But everybody
hates the town hall bureaucrats
and the squalid and inefficient
services over which they preside.

Councils and their workers are set
to become the first victims of
Thatcher’s third term.

Council spending goes on
capital items (building and
maintaining houses, schools, etc)
and on current costs (mainly
wages). Capital spending is
financed largely by borrowing and
has been cut to the bone since the
Labour government began the
spending squeeze in 1976. Current
spending is financed from central
government grants, local rates and
charges such as council house
rents. Rates and charges have been
increased as central government
grants have been cut. The central
government grant has fallen from
more than 60 per cent of council
spending in 1980 to around 46 per
cent this year.

COMPLICITY

Despite all the talk of economic
revival, the declining manufactur-
ing base of British capitalism
cannot su«lain the current level ot
public spending. The anticipated
fallin Neeth Sew oil revenues over

the next fow o o >uld plunge
Wetam iz o k™

puhlu ey 1 beought under
thit vonirol.
Back in 1984 the Tories

introduced rate-capping, to stop
Labour councils compensating for
central government cuts by raising
the local rates. Around 20 Labour
councils, backed by prominent
union officials, promised to defy
the government, but caved in at the
first threat of legal action.
Councillors in Liverpool and
Lambeth went a step further.
Although they soon backed away
from fighting the cuts, they went
far enough to provoke the wrath of
the courts and were disqualified.
The other radical councils resorted-
to financial fiddles to disguise their
complicity in implementing
Tory cuts.

‘Creative accounting’ allowed
Labour’s financial experts to
borrow. more on the money
markets and spend it as additional
‘non-prescribed’ expenditure.
‘Capitalisation’ allowed other
councils to use funds allocated for
capital projects to pay wages and
day-to-day running costs. Under
new legislation introduced before
the election the Tories have blown
the whistle on Labour’s book-
cooking. The plans for extensive .
privatisation of local services and
the introduction of the poll tax,
announced last month, amount to
a declaration of open war on local
councils and all those who work
for them or depend ontheir services.

The Tories have been forthright
about their intentions. The
controller of the Audit Com-
mission, the government’s financial
watchdog, estimates that in the
next five years the number of full-
time jobs in local government
could fall by 37 per cent from 1.9m
to 1.2m. This is the biggest cut
in public sector jobs since the
Tories first came to power.

The outcome at the polls on 11
June dashed the hopes of the
Labour councils that a Kinnock
government would rescue them.
Now councils from Gateshead to
Greenwich are faced with big

COUNCIL WORKERS AND THE CUTS

FIGHTING ON THATCHER'S FRONTLINE

How can we resist the new Tory offensive on local councils? Claire Foster

points out some pitfalls ahead

UNION LEADER JACK DROMEY ADMITS THAT HIS APPROACH TO RESISTING THE C4TE MRSMY CO8T C0umi v,
MANUAL WORKERS 100 000 JOBS

Ggelicits  betwsen  incusse  and
beodpets peniogs. They aoe
forcod OO wah
vicinlias ind wewoal I
government.

The universal response of Labour
councils has been to give in at
the outset.

Capitulation has taken different
forms. In Haringey, the newly
clected local MP Bernie Grant,
until recently council leader and
still an influential councillor, voted
with the Tories to introduce a cuts
budget within the constraints of
the new law. In Camden, the
Labour group’s vote to implement
cuts provoked a split as a small
group of left wingers denounced
the decision, though they have yet
to resign the Labour whip. In
Southwark, councillors still
promise ‘no cuts in jobs and
services” while voting for a
balanced budget which makes no
specific proposals, but which
cannot be implemented without
cuts in jobs and services.

SPINELESS

‘Better a dented shield than no
shield at all’ was the specious
justification provided by Neil
Kinnock during the last rate-
capping campaign, for Labour
council leaders who opted to pass
on the cuts themselves rather than
fight the Tories or resign from
office. The union leaders go along
with this spineless strategy. The
TUC 1s planning a conference on
local government in the autumn
which specifically excludes any
discussion of the threat to jobs.
The conference aims are ‘to
increase public pressure on
government and parliament to
withdraw the local government Bill
and popularise the alternative —
better and more accountable
services under local not cen-
tral control’.

Before the election Hackney
council noted that ‘no authority or
trade union felt that this is the time
to.build a campaign around non-
compliance with the legislation.’
Now that the cuts are going
through it is apparently still not the

time 1o fapupee apene them,
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outlook ot Labour councﬂlors and
union officials continues to
undermine resistance. Here are
some of the dangerous themes that
constantly recur in discussions in
the councils.

® Services first

Many Labour councillors try to
justify cuts in jobs and working
conditions on the grounds that
these can be made while preserving
services. This is how the Camden
council leadership explained its
‘caring cuts’ position in a letter to
council workers in July:

“To protect services and jobs...in
this difficult situation the council
has agreed that an understanding
has to be reached with its
workforce and trade unions about
the redeployment of staff into
priority work areas.” (3 July)

Camden has already announced
the sacking of temporary workers,
the ending of overtime working,
cuts in bonus and a freeze on all
but essential posts. Similar cuts
have been imposed elsewhere,
particularly by not filling vacant
posts — an especially useful device
when council workers who can get
out are leaving in droves. But all
council services are labour
intensive — it is impossible to cut
jobs without undermining services.

® Efficiency
‘Our first duty is to the members,
but they and their unions cannot
win the argument for direct public
provision of services unless such
services are improved. Generally
the record is good. However,
sometimes it is poor and occasion-
ally a disgrace and now we will
have to compete against job-
cutting, services-reducing
contractors.’

This is how Jack Dromey,
national officer of the TGWU,
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Camden Nay cliicials are

Lopoesting that (S invite their
own auditor t¢ review the council
books, to judge whether the
proposed cuts will improve
efficiency. More radical union
activists point to overpaid lazy
managers and to the endemic
corruption and freemasonry in the
town halls as a source of waste that

should be curbed. But once we-

Fightng

A ML TING of local gove rnment
#livists during the rz2cent
Iveparing for Power confeence
agreed to five basic
jropositi ns v the 1o ¢ 1o
reiange o Lou el cte,

¢ Direct action against the
cuts

C-: ncil workiars stoula link ug
w11 those who ¢ oend on
~ouncil servicen to organise
resistance against the cuts.
Mo neetings o1 sounc
weorker s frons al departments
oo el omm tees which
can woreseat wicdh o acn ss
Jnion and sectio.al divisions
an | devise apprc¢o ate forms of
ir-justrial action.

# Defend all jobs and
conditions

W= eamnot 2! ow the employers
12 o < off the r ost vuilnerable
workers «- temporary workers,
vait-¥imers ethaic mincrities,
v( inta ;s sect worke' s — = 0
‘eave posts vacant. T« erating
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them ¢an only strengrte® s,
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accept that cuts are necessary, we
can only quibble over who should
get the chop.

COLLABORATORS

In Southwark full-time Nupe
officers are working with council
administrators to find ways of
making savings in areas like refuse
collection. They are encouraging
their members to accept an end to
overtime and cuts In bonus
payments as well as going along
with the council’s plans for more
flexible working. The consequence
is to encourage one group of
workers to regard another as
inefficient and to point the axe in
its direction.

® Consultation
Back in March the trade unions in
Gateshead complained to the coun-
cil that ‘we are still waiting for the
promised campaign against rate-
capping which we were assured
would be conducted at the right
time and your refusal to give any
commitment to the restoration of
cuts if and when finance becomes
available causes grave concern.’
Six months later the Gateshead
unions are still waiting for the
council to launch its campaign, but
in the meantime they have bwvn
e l to acept a prograwme of
T Ary  dcdeadancice.  the
wch r; ot :\:m.)ornry workers, dnd

Ihes ame o comtent Jdiscussion
wtk e Gemmcl ey mns of
v bng Saniber sivings.

T |
.-)llaboxvm-»n mth e counc1l

th dhaner for the
T A 1

swons with more radical trad-
itions. In Hammersmith the
unions have issued a total
repudiation of council cuts in all
areas, which includes a commit-
ment to continuing consultation
and negotiation with management.
At a time of retrenchment the
involvement of union reps in the
network of standing committees
with the employers can only lead
them to sacrifice members’ jobs
and conditions.
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RACISM

Paul Gilroy, There Ain't
No Black in the Union
Jack, Hutchinson,
£7.95

(The Clash, ‘White Riot’)

Mick Jones and Joe
Strummer may not
possess Paul Gilroy's
sociological finesse, but
their lyrics capture with
great pungency the
essence of Gilroy’s thesis.
According to Gilroy,
capitalism has
reconstituted the working
class virtually out of
existence. It is those on
. the margins of society —
‘the non-class of non-
workers’ — who today
constitute the real force
for change. Prominent
among these are black
youth.

At the same time
capitalism no longer
rests on exploitation
wane: rather, it depends

. o Yilas i
et 18 4 '

-

James Walvin, Victorian
Values, Andre Deutsch,
£9.95

Did you know that in the
1890s there were 12
postal deliveries daily in
London, letters often
taking less than four
hours to arrive? Or that
nude bathing was
common among working
class people, including
women, on the beaches of
Victorian Britain? Or that
between 1852 and 1899
parliament passed 45
Acts regulating burial? Or
that over half of the

NO SMILES AT THIS SCHOOL, BERMONDSEY, 1894

A riot
of my own

Black men have got a lot of problems
But they don’t mind throwing a brick
But white men have too much school
Where they teach you how to be thick...
[ wanna riot, a riot of my own

increasingly on control
over ‘symbol formation’'.
This change, argues
Gilroy, gives ‘cultural
politics’ its ‘cutting
edge’. So ‘expressive -
black culture’ — from rap
to riot — now presents
the real challenge to
capitalism.

There Ain’t No Black in
the Union Jack is a study
of the cultural forms of
racism and of the
struggle against it. Gilroy
argues that over the past
two decades a ‘new
racism’ has emerged
based on a
consciousness of
nationhood, and on an
awareness of culture as
the bearer of that

VICTORIAN VALUES

Thatcher’s
historical fantasy

- )

L

babies born in Liverpool's
working class districts in
1900-never saw their fifth
birthday?

James Walvin, an
eminent social historian,
has packed his study of
Victorian society with
such fascinating nuggets
of information. In the
picture he builds up we
can see at once that Mrs
Thatcher’s ‘Victorian
virtues’ (April 1983) of
hard work, thrift,
cleanliness, godliness,
self-respect and
patriotism were, if they
existed at all, the property
of a privileged mincrity in

reviews <4

e
‘SING IT, DON'T WRITE IT—GILROY

consciousness. Blacks
are now a problem
because they are
culturally alien and hence
a threat to the integrity
of the British nation. For
Gilroy, the emergence of
this new racism is
marked by Enoch Powell’'s
notorious ‘rivers of blood’
speech in 1968. it came
to fruition under
Thatcher.

ROOTS

In fact, racism has
always been the product
of nationalist ideology.
Its roots lie in the
wmergence of the
tapitalist nation state.
The influence of
nationalism in the British

that society. Cleanliness
and thrift, for example,
were impossible for the
mass of people who could
not earn enough to feed
themselves nor gain
access to soap and
running water.

The idea of Victorian
family life centred around
a piano in an over-
furnished drawing room,
followed by the closing of
eyes and thoughts of
England, did not apply to
the working class. Female
and child labour was
ruthlessly exploited and
sexual apuse by
employers was the norm.

working class prepared
the ground for the
widespread acceptance
of racism. )

" The form that racism
takes is constantly
changing. What changed
towards the end of the
sixties was not the
‘discursive framework and
textural strategies’ of the
racists but the
relationship between the

British state and the

black community. Primary
immigration had been
halted; the authorities
turned to address the
problem of containing
black people already
here. The shift in strategy
meant treating black
people as an alien force.
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significance of the
advances in science.

Crime, prostitution, incest,
venereal disease and drug

addiction were all
probably more common
than today.

REALITY

Walvin has little

difficuity in demonstrating
that the concept of
Victorian values as it is
used now bears little
relation to the diverse
reality of ninetces
certury life. = “wt he
shrewdly notes rat if
anything characterised
the Victorian state by the
turn of the century it was
interventionism in
economics, health, weifare
and educatiuvn. But Walvin
underestinuies the way in
which the establishment
in that period set about
imposing its values on the
rest of society.

Men like the writer and
educationalist Matthew
Arnold were very much
aware of the need for the
new middle class to j
secure the hearts and
minds of the masses.
Religion could no longer
be relied upon to do the
job. Instead they claimed
a moral and cultural
superiority based on the
virtues of obedience,
chastity, hard work, civic
pride, education and the
arts. These were of course
conducive to the
disciplining of a working
class not used to working
by the clock, living in
towns and being
suoervised by police.

Thawe wirking clas s wee
trarformied thoaug heut
Vi b A rabe ( 4-

It was marked not by
Powell’s speech, but by
the immigration laws of
the sixties, culminating
in the 1971 Immigration
Act, laying the
foundations for a
comprehensive system of
internal control.

ABSURD

Gilroy’s failure to
understand the material
roots of ideology leads
him to accept a mystical
notion of ‘Britishness’ not
far removed from that of
the ‘new racists’. Thus,
according to Gilroy, the
Falklands War ‘celebrated
the cultural and spiritual
continuity which could
transcend 8000 miles
and call the nation to
arms in defence of its
own distant people’. He
goes as far as to
advocate a form of
‘Britishness’ not ‘stained
with the memory of
imperial greatness’. The
absurdity of the notion of
a British nationalism
unsullied by imperialist
exploits escapes Gilroy.

DIASPORA

In a similar vein he
posits the notion of a
mystical ‘black diaspora’.
All blacks are bound by ‘a
common experience of
powerlessness somehow
transcending history and
experienced in racial
categories’. The
collective identity of this
diaspora is provided by
‘an intricate web of
cultural and political
connections’ — black

SECRETARIES, 1895

year reign (1837-1901)
into the urbanised,
literate, patriotic body that
we know today. Rioting
against royalty in the early
years was replaced at the
end of the century by
popular celebration of the
monarch herself. Walvin
does show how many of
the values of the new
bosses came to be
accepted by the working
class. The labour
aristocracy in particular
learnt the advantages of
emulating their masters.
They saved through the
Friendly Societies, saw to
their own education and
that of their children, took
the family to church, the
s aside and the music

THE QUEEN AND THE NMUNSHI, ONE OF HER INDIAN

artists such as Afrika
Bambaataa and Jah
Shaka take the names of
African chiefs, young
blacks from Hayes to
Harlem style themselves
the Zulu Nation and
blacks everywhere feel for
the liberation struggle in
South Africa.

Gilroy’s account of
black culture is
interesting, if ponderous.
But his obsession with
form leads him to glorify -
its most backward
aspects. Rioting is
‘joyous’. Rock Against
Racism provided a
challenge to the ‘power
of the written word’.

BRICK

Black music is
revolutionary because it
celebrates ‘non-work’. The
fact that black
unemployment is a major
consequence of racism
seems to escape Gilroy.
Black music, on the other
hand, from Ray Charles’
‘Hard Times’ to Lion
Youth’s ‘3 Million on the
Dole’ is a record of the
struggle against poverty
and unemployment. Gilroy
might deny he is creating
‘a mystical unity outside
the process of history’,
but he has lost his grip
both on the specific
problems which specific
black communities face
and the answers to them.
How do we fight racism?
Throw a brick, answers
Gilroy.

Kenan Malik

hall. This weaned a
section of the working
class away from the
radicalism and socialism
which was taking some
root. Of course the
majority were condemned
to appalling poverty.
When Thatcher harks
back to these times she
is making history up —
but she is doing so very
much in the aggressive
ideological spirit of her
predecessors. In
illustrating so vividly the
gap between the reality
and the image our rulers
project, then and now, this
book does us a valuable
service.
Kate Marshall
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Marching for
Irishireedom

Saturday

Ay '

The streets of North London came alive with the
sounds of republican marching bands and
shouted slogans on Saturday afternoon, when
around 2000 people marched on the annual
anti-internment demonstration to demand
‘Troops out of Ireland! Prisoners out of jaill’
The march was organised by the Irish
Freedom Movement to mark the sixteenth
snniversary of the introduction of internment in
Northern Ireland, when British troops rounded
1» hundreds of Irish nationalists and
ircaicerated them without charge or trial in
J U0 barbed wire compounds and a rotting prison
] . ' ‘ P 1'%, This vear's march was called in solidarity
‘. eyt , - ‘ ' wiih the 1000 'rish men and women who are
- - O Y 8 . | imvisarned on aither side of the Irish Sea
CLusperting the cavse of a free and

m‘wﬂu COMMITTEE S : A . ingependent irelsnd
. . . ! - _- . . -

” - The Bvery demonatratins wus vl by two

rOUSIng repudiicom Bangs — 1™e

Crosamagion Patrdpts “om Winhaw near
asgow and e Rising Phoenix oo co Do
et tre 1T Stronp Relilican Bands
ATNCe. X was Srongly support o] [y [re
A nahiont, bousr movement bodies and lett
W g troups and attracted many young Irish
people who have been forced to emigrate to
Britain in search of a livelihood.
The 2000 who marched with banners on
§ Saturday might have missed cheering on the
'3 magical Maradona at Saturday’s big match, but
®they scored a bigger point against the British
warlords by showing that the forces for Irish
freedom will not be silenced and are growing
| stronger.

|
[

g aof

. S AS THE MARCHERS MADE

e . STRATION SPIL
SUPPORT FOR THE DEMON
THEIR WAY UP HOLLOWAY ROAD

LED ON TO THE P.l\“NT

.

“UP AS T 1 SETS OF
THE BANDS STRIKE UP AS THE MARC
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AN APPRECIATIVE AUDIENCE AT THE POST-MARC

LY HEAR

PEECHES FROM THE REPUBLICAN POW CAMPAIGN, THE IRISH FREEDOM MOVEMENT, STOP

REPUBLICAN BANDS ALLIANCE, THE LABOUR PARTY, THE WORKEI;!S REVOLUTIONARY PARTY (WORKERS PRESS), THE LENINIST

‘We have called this
march to demand freedom
for the 1000 Ilrish men
and women held as
prisoners of war in Britain
and Ireland. The British
government says they are
criminals. Yet the British
media and Tory MPs insist
that a real criminal like
SAS captain Simon
Hayward, held in Sweden
on drug-running charges,
is a hero who should be
released. Hayward is a
hero to the British
¢ lublishment because

e Jark morning in
Fobevary 2907 he led an
SAS wion parg
M S YW o Shsiiare,
oS rw C oot
) N
P M e W d
i . p ’

Wg L it W g

"ov weu
i VIS, L aiex Pary
cavers wlhio gl o !
[ 1 as hiwe
beew seahivag s W _
Loa people. It time for
thi wcabbing to stop end
the walidarity to start. The
Irish Fleedom Moverienat
is commitisd ¢ sh
sorgvde the Iriwy ooy e
v gv all the crivee
fritain .as committed
against them, from
ternment withcut tr 4l to
shoot-to-kill. We ack o of

. 4
-

SO WOSE BTN e 00d
—MICK HUME

| - Qave Toareted
" i tadey v join us in
‘ " .ss€ tt ind the
e Riiish o punin

A
’

4 ‘e 1a0ws of "2
nads (O Straiene and
#cross the Irish Sea,
2 t¢ 1 ake sure that
' ure no more British
oo 3
Hoywerd w s 0 biood of
Lish pwcels on their
har 7. Victorv to the Irish
pecp e rows t now!
Mick Mume, lrish
Freedom Movement

|
|va
I

Become

an |
RCP supporter

8 | want more information abc.i* *he RCP
| want to become an RCP supporter
O I wantto sell tns

O | want to make regular contr

| want to help set up a new brivic s

uons to the RCP

‘Anyone of us cows have
been e Bumingham S
or Twx Birmmngham
Twenty. The Guildford
Four could have been the
Guildford Forty if the
British government had
wanted it so. To them, we
are all criminals. What
are |#'ahk people guilty of?
Fighting for Irish freedom
and getting Britaie sut of
ireland — that’s not a
crime.’

Kevin Colfer, Repubiicaed
Prisoners of War

‘Ttoe itish « lhoriins

the wiJ of Irish prisone:..
It has been applied to
women as young as 15
and as old as 70, women
who are menstruating,

' | ‘
pregnars — e e
lost her baby last year as
a result of the stress
brought on by strip-
searcl.. g
Anne Hennessy, Siup 1hae
Strip Searches Campai2n

‘Pedpis say mw rannot
vl v te thwe state.
The lrisk have proved
them wrong. When |
worked with British
Intelligess s we thought
we knew ‘¢ mames and
movemsats of everybody
in the Arduwywe in Belfast.
But we didn't know a fart
about what the IRA was
doing. British Intelligence
are stupid because they
imink 4%ey can imprison
e sp it of lrish
treedom. They cannot.’

E STRIP SEARCHES CAMPAIGN,

UoSIapUY BlOpUB Y

Campaign

uENiEda a0f

.,.‘.l__.__
THEY ENJOYED THE SPEECHE

Marxism for
our ti '

I Depmeminy onew neries F ey
SIaOUTNIONE Wil S300% in A Are0s s*ET) sy haee
prosgis of sl2onets Tha OaZussions &M 120
CHT/ D wheie v recent Praparing far Powos

Saminer SCR00l Wt o, They wil ovide A
forLm 50r paogie who Wwars 10 know moce abogt

e Marest Tt nd o L oan bt s

andorstasat e wend ruday

TOu AN Y have 10 Do 3 SUpnartes 10 attend
Tt yow crouid G ptepared 1o Jo some reaching
#0d 10 REIOA0 AR GTUSSIONS Fagolndy. I oW

went 10 Fing out moce aboyt them, or if you
wan! fo wign gp dor I s, pheaie conin !
Caratine Kelly 00 adl jiass your Yie o an*o
Oy TOLI Orgamestr S0l 30 YOu & roiling L

Dont detiy — the size of the sroup: o7 he
mited -« and 10 Neweastie and 3rigtal 1hew e

aready neas s fully banfied.

S TOO

The Coutte Ouing s ot foboas:

Grant French, former

NEVER T00 vy
British soldier OUNG...

S wymeathies for
welpwl Rave Lot e
going o tine lang
motwway jouresys down
5 Lo, s o 0
e more oF s e thae
st year. We have
e B R g
ot wn i raseeh hare
AW

For Coasdy, Repulin.om
Sz Allinnce

a o
)
2

1

MOrk and M6 A0 uE &F 1he WoIkng CIass —
8 1 il redevo?

2

M am e nprality

3

Marncs theey 6f tise Ctisis

4

Mg Ix'S Dy of Meaiogs

9]

Banen — the Yanist somosc

6

Wiiae s 1ne Soviel Unien?

4

Ciliss constinusness and e protiam of
revisiition

For tult details, reading lists, ale, write 1o
BM RCP. Londos WC1N 2XX. or ring us on
(C1) 739 G414
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dter

a media hero?

WHENHE’S A
BRITISH SAS
ASSASSIN

Captain Simon Hayward, the British Army officer tried for drug-smuggling

in Sweden, may be a blue-eyed boy to the British media. But to the

nationalist people of Strabane in Northern Ireland, he's a hated assassin.

wedish police intercept a

Jaguar driven by Briton

Simon Hayward and stuffed

with  £500 000 worth of

-ennabis. They arrest Hay-
waru and Ll others including five
‘Orange People’ implicated in an
international drugs racket. Hay-
ward claims he is on a skiing
holiday, but Swedish police find no
skis. Police hold Hayward on
remand, but cannot work out why
a two-bit cannabis-carrying crook
should be visited by a procession of
consuls and dignitaries from the
British embassy. They investigate.
Hayward turns out to be a British
Army captain who served in the
SAS in Northern Ireland. They
speculate that the drugs were
destined to pay for anonymous
arms for use by the SAS on
sensitive undercover missions,
Their suspicions are confirmed
when they are warned of a bid to
free Hayward by four former
SAS comrades.

SAVAGERY

Enter Tory MP John Gorst and
the Sun to put the cynical Swedes
right. Gorst goes to visit Hayward
in jail and comes out convinced
that he is innocent. He believes the
police are holding Hayward as ‘a
sprat to catch a mackerel’ in the
war against International Drug-
smuggling Inc. How does Gorst
know Hayward is innocent of any
crime? He has done ‘brave work’ in
Northern Ireland and is therefore

Joan Phillips explains why

‘an extremely gallant soldier’. The
Sun too puts up a staunch defence
of Britain’s unsung hero, who
‘forbade his lawyers to use his
heroic undercover Army activities
in Northern Ireland in his defence’.

Exactly what heroics did Hayward
get up to in Northern Ireland?

‘He laid his life on the line daily,
master-minding a series of hush-
hush hammer blows against the
IRA, declared the Sun. ‘Among
his many secret successes was the
destruction of a notorious IRA
death squad.’ This particular piéce
of savagery by our SAS hero might
be news to the sewer scribes of the
Sun, but it is still remembered with
bitterness by Irish nationalists in
Strabane, where the killing
occurred, and throughout the Six
Counties. The ‘IRA death squad’
in question consisted of 16-year
old David Devine, his brother
Michael (22), and 20-year old
Charlie Breslin, who were shot to
pieces by 117 SAS bullets as they
made their way across a field in the
early hours of a February morning
in 1985, Then the silent, cowardly
killers came out from their hiding
places and shot the three dying
boys through the head. Their
swollen faces were unrecognisable
even to their families.

The Sun claimed that the three
‘heavily armed terrorists’ were ‘on
their way to rocket attack a police
station’. The truth was that the
three shoot-to-kill victims were not
about to attack arvhody. The

w neru AAYWARD

were simply moving some arms
from one place to another. As for
Hayward ‘master-minding’ the
operation, even somebody of his
slender intellectual capabilities
could not go wrong when his men
were led to the killing field by an
IRA informer and told to shoot-to-
kill on sight.

The crowning glory for the Sun’s
‘handsome Cambridge-born officer’
was his refusal to leave the scenec of
the slaughter ‘because he was
determined to see the SAS guys got
away safely’ from the large crowd
of hostile locals who gathered at
the toot of the field. But Hayward
had a different motive. The
security forces left the bodies lying
in the field for seven hours and
wouldn’t let anybody near them
until they had rvremoved the

cartridge shells to disguise how the
killings came about.

Hayward’s supposed ‘gallantry’
was a cowardly attempt to cover up
three cold-blooded Kkillings, so the
authorities could lie through their
teeth when the case went to court.

Fiott months later the IRA
assassinated the who set up
the Strabane kiilings. rearing that
the republican movement would
soon be corwng for the man who
carried them «ut MIS transferred
Hayward te a m utary inteld pence
post in Whitehall. He was =ue to
start his new job, so the Sun
claimed, when he returned from
the ‘holiday’ which led to his arrest
and imprisonment in Sweden.

Haywar’s defenders have
denounced uis imprisonment as a
‘travesty of justice’ and castigated
the Swedes for their ‘primitive
judicial system’. But Hayward
was standing facing a jury when
the guilty verdict was read out in
a Swedish ¢ - rt this week, and got
away with a soft five-year sentence.
He did not end up on his
stomach with a back full of bullets
from a military execution squad
meting out a death sentence in a
dark and muddy field.

CUSHY

Tory MPs have condemned the
Swedish authcriies r holding
Hayward « +n oo wicus and
notorious’ top rity jai, from
which he emerged ‘pale and tired’
to '» ¢ trial. Hayward has «;ent his

four-month spell inside in a
comfortable cell equipped with a
radio and TV, reading British
newspapers, exercising in a
gymnasium, and receiving visitors
from the British embassy.

This is a far cry from the
conditions in which Irish re-
publicans are incarcerated.

KILLER

They are convicted in no-jury
courts, often after having con-
fessions beaten out of them in
British torture centres. They serve
their time in hell-holes like the H-
Blocks of the Maze Prison, where
they are brutalised by prison
screws, subjected to intimate body
searches, and denied basic rights.
Many spent five years in cells
smeared with their own shit in
protest at being deprived of the
right to be treated as prisoners of
war. In 1981 10 republican
prisoners emerged from their
captivity in coffins, after dying on
hunger-strike fighting for
political status.

Men like Hayward, who have
butchered Irish nationalists in a
war to deny the Irish people their
right to self-determination, are
cheered as heroes of democracy by
British politicians and gutter
journalists. The court found Hay-
ward guilty of being a cannabis
courier and took away five years
of his life. To the Irish people
he is a cold-blooded SAS killer
who robbed them of three lives.

g-smuggling
rorist

!




