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UajlJa,*
Freedom of Information Act Bequest

We refer to your e-mail of 20 June 2005 in which you asked for information relating to the list
of possible nuclear waste disposal sites, together with other rnaterial.

We will res;pond to each part of your request in turn and, for ease of reference, will start each
part ol our response with the text of your request. In rnaking the tollowing response Nirex
reserves its position on the application of the Freedom of lnformation Act and the
Environmental lnformation Flegulations to this request.

1 Coples of all legal advlce provided to Nirex concerning the dlscloeure, or non-
disclosure of the lists ol possible nuclear waste disposal sites

Nirex believes that all documents it holds which contain legal advice provided to it will be
legally privileged.

Nirex has r:onsidered the public interest in relying upon legal professional privilege as against
the public interest in disclosing information. Nirex believes these considerations would be the
same whether the request is dealt with under either the Freedom of Information Act or the
Environmental Information Regulations, given that legal privilege provides an exemption
under the Freedom of Information Act, Section 42, as wefl as in the Environmental Information
Regulations, Regulation 12 (5) (d). In either case, Nirex is of the opinion that the preservation
of the abilily to seek legal advice in the knowledge that the process of obtaining that advice
and the advice given as a result is protected by confidentiality, is an overriding concern in the
public interest in order to ensure the most careful and thorough consideration of Nirex's legal
responsibilities.

These considerations lead Nirex to the conclusion that the legally privileged information that
you have s,ought should not be disclosed in the public interest.

2 [}etails of contracts with consultants or organisatlons, Includlng the names of
consultants or organisations and amounts paid, for work on PR or
communications work for Nirex sinc€ AXlg $ncluding forthcoming consultancie*)

From 1 April 2OA5 Nirex became subject to the EC/UK public procurement regime under
which future contracts with a value over [153,000 will, in rnost cases, be opened to
cornpetitive tender. Details of the award of such contracts will be advertised in the Officiat
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Journal of the EC. No such contract awards relevant to your request have been made in this
period.

Nirex is constrained by Data Protection rufes in respect of the discfosure of information which
would amount to the release ol personal data. Nirex do not proposs to release any
information refevant to your request that would be in breach of either section 40 of the
Freedom of' lnformation Act or Regulation 13 of the Environmental lnformatlon Regulations.
In either case, Nirex are satisfied that the public interest in upholding the protection of
personal infornuation woufd rutrfleigh the public interest in disclosing such information.

Outside of the above publicity reguirements and limitations on disclosure the following
information is available:

The following are the relevant details of the contrasts placed by the Corporate
Communicatircns Department in the period mentioned, with financial details split by financial
year, i.e. covering the period 1 April - 31 March.

Gompany Oblective Contract
vafue by
linancial
year (t)

Flnancial
year(s)

Promise To provide professional consultancy
regarding a possible change in company
name

35,000
10,000

2004/05
2005/06

Kingsnread
Communications
Limited

To provide professional consultancy and
support in the area of corporate
communications

9,000
17,000

2004105
2005/06

Good Flelations To provide professional consultancy and
support in the area of media relations
and corporate communimtions

108,000
1 1 1,000
1 10,000
46.000

20c8la4
2004/05
2005/06
200d07

Self-enrpfoyed
consultant

To provide strategic communications
advice

10,000
5.000

2004105
200ry06

Self-empfoyed
consultant

To help draft corporate communications
material

5,500 20a4la5

Ffeishnan
Hillard (formerly
GPC)

To provide corporate communications
advice in relation to the Scottish
Parliament

To provide corporate communications
advice in relation to the European
Parliament

36,000
48,500
37,000
8,400

15,400
16,800
16,800
4,200

200..g04
2AO4rc5
2005/06
2m,6l07

2AO3lA4
2004/05
2005106
200da7

Conner;t To provide corporate communications
advice in relation to Westminster and the
National Assemblv for Wales

36,200
36,000

2003104
2004105

Bell Pottinger To provide communications advice
related to the Nirex oension fund

24,OOO 2004/05

International
Future Forum -
Praxis Ltd.

To provide corporate communications
advice in relation to the Managing
Radioactive waste safely (MRWS)
consultation programme

32,000 2004/05



Company Obfective Contract
value by
financial
vear (8)

Financial
year(s)

ForthRoad
Limited

To help facilitate extarnal events 29,000 2003ya4

Facilitating
Chanoer Limited

To help facilitate external events 14,800 2005/06

The Future
Founda,tion

To help facilitate external events and to
help draft corporate c€mmunications
materials

31,500 2003104

ERM To undertake an assessment of
stakeholder views of Nirex*

32,600 2AA3lA4

MORI To undertake a public opinion survey' 30,000 20au05
Self-enrployed
consult,ant

To undertake a survey of
parliamentarians' views

1 1,200 2004/05

Womerr's
Institute

To participate in a workshop to discuss
radioactive waste rnanagement

5,000 2004105

' work b due b be repeal€d ln the 2005/OO financial year

3 A copy of all documents produced for Nlrex, by coneultante or in-house staff, on
the European Conrpetition Commiseion's investigntion into the British Energy
restructurlng plan, Slmilarfy, w€ request copies of any documents prepared for
Nirer on the European Competition Commission's investigation into the state aid
aspects of the Nuclear Decommissioning Authority

Nirex were not involved in the European Competition Commission's investigation into the
Britistr Energy restructuring plan nor the investigations into state aid aspects of the Nuclear
Decommissioning Authority. As a consegusnce, Nirex does not believe it has any information
relevant to this request.

4 Documents detailing the changes In Government policy whlch led to the release of
the Nirer lists ol sites

Whilst we l'rdV€ been able to respond to the rest of the requests in your letter, we are not yet
in a position to do so in respect st this part of your reguest. The preparatory work on your
request so far feads us to conclude that the further work remaining before we will be in a
position to respond substantively will take us beyond 18 July 2005.

With that in mind we give notice now that, in view of the volume and complexity of the
information requested, Nirex requires additional tine to respond to this request. We may
need the whole 40 days contempfated by Regulation 7 of th6 Environmental Information
Regulationri, but will in any event lake no longer than is reasonably required to deal with your
request fully.

We wilt the,refore be writing to you again before 15 August 2005.

5 Names of those local authorltles, whlch cover sltee on the Nlrex site tists contacted
by Nirer prior to the releaee of the lists

All local authorities in Great Britain were contacted prior to the refease of the site names. That
contast included briefing material that is contained on Nirex's website.
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lf you are in any way dissatisfied with our response to your request for information, you can
mntact Arulrew Puddephatt, Chair o{ the lndependent Transparency Fleview Panel. The
primary rolo of the panef is to review complaints related to Nirex's code of practice on access
to infonnation. You can contact Andrew at the following adress:

Andrew Puddephatt
The Chair
Nirex lndependent Transparency Review Panel
PO Box 39037
London
E8 IWN

Yours sincerely

David Wild
d*-

Head of Cc,rporate Communications

Direct Line: +a  (0) 1235 82U52
Fax Num[ff; +44 (0) 1235 825469
E-mail: david.wild @ nirex.co. uk
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